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Courtegus Reader - 


Jaan ich a ſmall-Piece, which 
| LN for many years hath been 
Euried with its Renowned Authour. 
It appeared not till now, knowing? very - 
well, that this late World bath bers fit. 
ter for Bedlam, then for {ober. and 
Rational Diſcourſes. The Authour 
wants not evidence for what he ſpeaks, 
( though ſpeak what he would; if he 
named a Stage Play, be was ſure to 
"4 with a Momus t# every corner ) 
/ on but 
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things bave the ill luck, tobe# 
” condemned, before they are beard. Wel 
. (Reader) ſering we are (by the provi- 
| dence of Heaven) ſo happy, as to be al-y 
lowed the uſe of our own Eyes,and Rea-Þ, 
ſon again ; Be as thou oughteſt t) be, «ge 
Reader, before a Judge. For to con- $; 
demn the innocent, is equally to be con- g 
demned, with acquitting the guilty. The R 
| noble Authourof this Book ſeems fair- be 
, ty to deſign nothing more, then 11uth, 
| and eſpecially in clearing the Senſe f(a 
thoſe two. great Luminaries of t/ezt, 
Church, Saint Cypriangand Tertul-# 
han, bis Maſter, in his Book De <pc- of 
Qtaculis , wherein bis principal 1/6 
onely is, to cry ont againſt, and ſevert'y B 
to. condemy the mixtures of [dolatry cl 
with their publick Shews : ſome in-m 
tentions there were of annexing the fe 
ES. OY Treatits - 


To the-Reader. "RY 
Treaties of Tertullian, and Saint Cy- 

Sian. Goth co ths Dilcourle 3 that 
-Wery man might ſee, what the Au- 
thour of this Book ſaw in them : 
But, for ſore reaſons, that labour 1s 
,4Feſpited. It is very well known what 
vY Saryrical Invefives are thundred 
n- gut againſt the | heatre, but their juſt 
ll eaion, are not yet produced, it may 
Ir- be. they are reſerved for the ſecond 
h, Polume of Hiltrio-Maſtix: Indeed 
f ſane may be ſeen againſt the abules of 
1tztfrom which to reaſon againſt therhing 
11-1 /elf, would ingender a conſequence 
c-of ſuch large extent, that we muſt eat 
il o words, or be weary of our lives. 
ly For if we ſit down-by ſuch a Con- 
rycluiion, that things are unlawtull 
n-1 their ule,becauſe unlawtully abu- 
tbefed, we muſt neither car, nor drink, 
us | | 167 
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| ſaid againſt them,rather out of a ſequa G 


or ſleep, nor wear Cloaths, becayly 
in all theſe, and many more, the bad 
neſs of mankinde is ſuch that it prom 
them to unexcuſable exorbitancics,an? 
debaucheries. Good men have found 
ed much of their Rherorick, and th80 
loudeſt Declamarions againſt Stage 
Plays, upon what others had former|/# 


tzous credulity correſponding with what 
others kave Magilterially determined, - 
then a due attendency either tothe Prin» 
ciples of right Keaſon. or Scriprur: 
Authority , which ovght to caſt th 
ſeales, and put greater obligements uþ 


onthe Conlciences cf reaſonable Crea 


tures, then the Conjectures or Opi- © 
nions of the graveſt Mortals. But 
muſt not forget my ſelf, and enter u)- © 
01 Apologies for this learned Au © 
| tou! 
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- To the Reader. 
hpurs undertaking (who hath ſober- 
& and judiciouſly acquitted himſ-lf ) [ 
We taken upon me, onely to ſpeak the 
inFologue, arid to tel! you upon what 
Ene be 19s bis Diſcourſe: be need; 
# Epilogue to plead excuſe for the 
@ing of his Part: And Lmake 
& doubt , Readcr, if thou wilt but 
wichſafe him a patient peruſal, but he 
ball atſs bave "thy 
! Plaudite. 


FINDICATED, 
ORAN 


'AN S'WER 
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LAN $ Ho hath not heard of Sr. 
A\@ BE France FWalſngham, au Emi- 
20 | & S nent Councellour in Queen 
SONG ELizatTu's Time, fa- 
SSD nous for his Wiſdemin mat- 
ters of State ;-and more for his Prety in 
Jadvancing the Goſpel? yet this was the 


Maz;thar procured the Queen to ENLEr- 
B tain 
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tain. Players for her Servants; and t 
give "them Vagey, as IN 3 Vocat *; 
es, And would he cyer have don&4® 
this, being ſo m__ a Man, it he ha* 
thought P/ays to = nag being {i 
great a States-man, if inconvement to th 


State? And now, me thinks, 1 hay: 
ſaid cnough in defence of Pleys. 

Bur becauſe not onely the Wiſeſt Me 
are fametimes wiffskzn, and the Truth: 
may be found amongſt the meancfl 
(Sepe etiam eſt Olitor valde oppertuna li 
quutus) It will be fiyto lay afide all confi 


deration of the Per/onz, that ſpeak ; and 
onely to: take int6. conſideration, anc 
weigh the Rea/ons, that are delivered. 
It is true, Mr. Prim is Plaintiff; andi8* 
itis a great advantage, that an. Accu{eriftf 
hath over a Defeuttr not -onely in 
that, he ſpeaks firft , which gets a þoſ- 
efſion , as it were, of the hearerx's Hearts ; 
ut becauſe he hath commogly the pre- 
tenſe of ſome notorious Crime for his 
Foungatien, upon which every man natu- 
rally is apt to caſt a Stone: where the 
Defender mult himſelf alone not encly 


pull 


I ti 


h ſpecially, 


3 
xull down the 'Faulding, and raſe the 
Fondation; but vindicate alfo both 
ie Natural, and the acqurred Inclinati- 
20, and 5x pn of the Hearers.. And 

e Accuſer hath this advan- 

ages when he' mcets with a Common 
we of fome Yice to run upon: for 
thenhe goes away amain with its and 
bears down all before him, with 0 
Tompors! 0 Mores ! But moſt eſpecially,if 
pretended Yice may ſeem to trench 
upon Relzgion: for then the Defender is 
icarce heard ſpeak for the - multitude 


of yoices, that are crying out even in 
Heather: Devotions; Great s Diana 
of the Epbefians : that whatſoever can be 


alledged, in defence, out of Reaſon, 
s.” --;pmm4 beaten back without 
r : 

But, leaving theſe d+/advaniages to 
take their fortunes, and having a clear 
conſcience, - that I no way encroach up- 
on the Bounds of trne Religion, I am 
the: bolder to enter the Lifts : yet notſo 
mitch taking upon me to be a Champron 
of the Cauſes as onely undertaking tO 
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be a Wrejfuer ings | == fag this 1 
willingly profeſs, that I wreſite not wi 
him x is in his. own :Per/en, for 
know.him not 3; and, he may be better 
then he ſeems to'me: but-1 wreſtle with 
him, onely' as; hc: appears in his Book; 
which cannot; be:: fuller of words, ant 
emptier of r:aſon,then itis; And think it 
fit to tell, how far his Beak:hath wrought 
upon me ; that where; before the read. 
ig it,: I took Plays onely de bene ef 
as being in uſe; after the: reading, it, 18 
found Plays ' Bene eſſe; and: fit. to be in} 
uſe. For his Arguments: being taken all 
up upon reſt; .and;:notfo much a} 
weighed, when 'he took-theni; now 
that he comes to put themoff again,ard 
tound not _onely not to be' werphe, but 
notto be Silver; and ſo, where he in 
tended, by his Book, to bring into dc 
teltation the ſeeing of : Plays : he batli 
rather brought intoeftimarion the a#{114 
otthem. For when a man takes upoil 
him to prove a Matter 5/ and then either 
came, or doth not prove it - ſufficiently # 
© leaves not onely. aychement ſuſpici2 
ON 3 
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58; butaſropg conceit inthe Hearers © 
dinds, that his Cas is not good, And 

xs the onely” Itch-of Yam-Glory miade 
nany 1n'01d' Time go'out of the Church, 
and become Heret:ichs. in Drvinity: ſo 
z6like Itch of Yain-Glory makes other 
nefigo out of Humane Society, and be- 
ome Hereticks in Morality, Like Ero- 
fratur,. who burnt the Temple of Diana 
at Epbeſus, for no other cauſe, but to be 
talked-of inthe World. 
S His very beginnzng is very ſuſpicious. 
on Forbe begins not & Fove (as yet Poets, 
whom he taxeth ſo much, uſe to do) bur 


2 Diabele. He takes his Firſt Reaſon 
from” the Devil: (Fol. 9.) He therefore 
thinks Plays unlawful ; becauſe they were 
moented by the Devil : wherein he ſhews 
himſelf to be better OO with 


the 'Cevil, then we are; for we know 
nothing of it, whether they were of 
bir inventing, or no: and we may marvel 
low he comes to know it, unleſs the 
Devil himſelf have told him ſo; and 
then it is the more unlikely to be ſo, ſee- 
ingThe Devil #& a Liar , and the Father 
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of Lies, He will ſay, perhaps, he hai 
Hd from Tertullan ; 6. aps alſo, that 
the Angels were caft-out of Heaven for 
inventing Aſtrolopte: as true in the one 
as in the other. lt ſeems, 'I ertulian had 
no true Inventory of the Devil's Invent: 
ens: yet this man would make us a: 
very Fools, as himſelf, to take all for 
current, that he hears him ſay, But 
what, if we ſhould ſay,that many things 
have been di/covered, and made known 
to Men, even by the Devd/; which yet 


are profitable to be known, and lawfzl | 


to be uſed? Doth not Lodevicus Vives 
affirm, that the Dev invented Lugerk 7 


Yet will any man, that hath Reaſon, af- | 
firm Loo:ck to be wunlawfal? The Devil | 
conteſled Chrrſt to be the Son of God; | 


| 
when the Jews knew it not, or would | f 
l 

| 


not know it: andis this man ſo very a | 
Tew, to think it therefore unlawful to | 
confeſs Chriſt? And why is it any better | 


Argument to ſay, The Devil invented it ; | 
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therefore it is Improas : then to ſay, God % 


znvented it; therefore it is Pious ? And 


yet who knows not of things invented ; 


by 


rejected? Which he cannot be {o 


ul; as to deny, it he do burrre. -- -- 


ber the Brazen Serpent. If then a 
ing Invented, and Inſtituted by God, 
ight, being abuſed, be rejeRed; why 
ay nota thing Invented, and Inftiquted 
7 the Devil, the Exril being removed, 
2 retained ? For it is not the Inventovr, 
jat makes a thing to be good, or evil ; 
t 2t # #he Conformity, or Oppoſition tothe 
Rule, and Fil of God. Indeed by the 

Fowof this firſt Argument we may ſee 
 Fhata kind of Lyon we are like to finde 
 Þtheſequel of his D:/cour/e. For where 
 & ertullzan, and other Fathers, prove the 
 Flayr ofthe Heathen to be all naught, and 
Fxecrable;. becauſe 1dolatrous, and full 
Dt $ tzon: and thereupon infers, 
That they were Jzventa Diabolorum, In- 
Wpention of Devils, as from whom all Evi! 
: 'y doth flow: this man, like a 
rap, goes backward with their Reaſon, 
Sand fath , Plays were invented by the De » 
3; therefore are execrable, and wnlaw+ 
34: ſomaking that the Medius Terms 
b B 4 1% 
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fas, Or Proof of his ; Argument, which the 
Fpake onely'by. way 'of Exaggeratin 
and making | t his Foundation, whit 
they laid on: "Fopely a Super ſtrut uit 
Andeven for the guiltineſs of this, yo 


ſhall ſee i in his xext Argument, with wh 
a tri6k he ſeeks' to put it off again ; ani 
yet is fling to'boldit ſtill, -- * 

For | Fel. 16. ] Though he carmet þ 
hap 5 purecty/ , that Plays were imm 
AAR mnoented y the Devil; yet he mu 
truly "fa . , Kul invented by Tlolatro 


Heathex People. as the' Devil's ] (womb 
which comes cp to One, But fee thi 
Judgment of this man; that ſees nc 
what a Fall he hath taken by raifing thi 
Argument ; to fall from the Devil to Hes 
then People : but well, Quod dat accipimu 
we take what he lays down. Plays wer! 
not movented by the Deol, but by He: 
tben People : ſo his Firf Argument i iS Ca 
outof-Doors by himſelf; and will h 
ſecond be ſerved with any better Sawce' 
| For can nothing be lawfully uſed , tha 
= hath' been moented by Heathen People 

| Let bim look in Polydere Fog, and ſet 


hot 


»£ Wy 
ve daily uſe haye 
JOHHaL, Then 
- and blot out 
"Dook'; 1C by the _—_ with 
na, « nvente 'Heat; the 
' on eos aahadeng it to 
his F; + Lie ho et inks to 
| ng ; that [ Fol, 
Þ } rrp - 7, mo 49 Heathen, 
a —_ e uſed, but not bad things, 
Ea muſt be not Arg: Ac 
rh mY bad, ' before this Reaſon will 
do hin by goo od * Andif he can proye 
PETR, 3 they ſhallchen be wn- 
lawfulas bed, but not as mmvented by the 
nathen: and ſo this Reaſon would do 
him no good , though he conld make 
i 
' 'Butthough he can fetch no Argument 
againſt Plays from the Devil's Invention ; 
yethe hath an Invention to fetch an 
t from him ; and- this it is : 
So 28; ] Plays were at firſt craained, and 
d to the' immediate Worſhip , and 
pnfeat of Devil-Goar : therefore un- 


lawft 
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 {awfil; but he hath no ſooner made , 
0 


this. Argument, but he finds fault with 
it himſelf; for | Fol. 37. | /o were many 
of our Churches, which now are converte; 
zo Chriſtian uſes, Upon this he replyer, 
and then again rejeyns, and plays at fa 
and looſe, goes mm andeut ſooften in it, 
that it were but to run a Wilde Govſt 
Chaſe, to offer to follow him. Yet | 
caunot let paſs one ſubtile part, he plays L 
at parting: where he faith, [ Fel, 40.] 

that He for his part thinks it impoſſible, that 

ever Plays ſizeuld be reformed; for wh 
foould doit ?f Good men will not 5 they ra." 
ther wilh therr rune, then thetr uſeleſs wel- 
fare : Bad men will not, becauſe they delight 
in their pleaſing Corruptions, And fo he 
concludes them to be deſperate, and paſt 
all hope of Reformation. But may. we not 
better apply his Argament to himſelf ; 
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and fay, We, , for our parts, think it 

impoſhble, that this man's 2/alice ſhould 

ever be Reformed; for who ſhould 

| do it? God's Holy Spirit will not, 
ſo long as he is reſolved to eontinue 

in his Malice; the Devil will not; who 


would } 
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o 0n-in [the rage. of his Mele ftill,. 
2 want of One to mend him. 
Buthis Fourth Rea/on comes in moſt 
ately;. where he makes | Fol. 42. ] 
lays the Pomps of the Devil, and Vamiies 
ks World ; which every Chri- 
ian mes hath renonnced in his Baptiſm. 
ut this Ree/on comes not more vaunt- 
wlyin, then we ſhall ſee it go /neakmgly 
ut; as having no Credit tor want of 
ing known. For who ever took the 
*omps of the Devil to be meant of 
bv JR not rather of Prat, Fw 
ry, Jdelatryeſpecially, an 
wa like > For, if Ne : to a 
lay, and another, in the mean time, be 
xxurious, arrogant, and proud 5 in which 
df theſe Two ſhall the Devil be ſaid 
0 be in his Pomps? Certainly, not in 
im, that is at a Play; forhe may be 
here, and ( the rather perhaps for 
Ning there) have Thowghts, and Mear- 
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-therwherefodrhe be found, we 


| urs; rherecaonet be found an hum 


+: and where Fuml, 


, and Cobriety 'are wanting; : there is t 
_ Devil properly 'in his Pomps,: and Folly 


-Phis ' Argument indeed 1s uſed by 7, 


' tu#jan, and ſome of the Fathers ; wt 


pang of the Plays of the' Heathen, c 


them the Pompt of. the Devil, by real 
of." their "Jdolatiter, "and ' Superſtition 
which juſtly get the' name of Pom 
of the Devil'from af other Yices ; asb 
which the-Devi/ is moſt of all mopnifc: 


and'exalted;” And;it ſeeins, this M: 


coming to ſpy it in their Beoks, takes t 
Argument as he finds itz and, | witho 
ever examiningthe Matter, Claps it o 
here,” as fitly as the Painter in the Pos! 
who put a Herſe's Neck to a Man 
Head; 

Human capitt cervicem Pikor equinam 
For what is this to our Plays ? Not un 
like what Cicero ſpake of Piſo;; (who,ou 


of opinion of his Anceſtonur's Virtues, wi 


by the People of Rome made Edie :) 
Pit 
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at b4nſs, bus tn. the Nome ? - So . 
c -may-lay.; ( thoughin'a'contrary 
ay?) Plays arc the Pomps of the Devils 
our Bays: Quid emm fimle babent, 
eter Nor 7” f: And one would think, 
ef 1311140 had taughr him plainly EC 
Og that the Pemps of the Devil are. 
ierefore-onely affirmed of Plays,  be- 
aule ottheir 7dolatries ; where he ſaith :' 
It ne. ex Idololatria untverſam SpeRta- 
worum pat afuram conſtere conſttterits in- 
Liar? prejudicatum erit, etiam ad Spe- 
backia pertrnere Renunttationts neſtre teſtt- 
nmem in 'Lavacro que DPiabole, & 
ampe, :& Angelis ejus ſunt mancipata, 
jetzeel pert Idololatriam: fs quid antem tx 
"uw non ad 1 dolum pertinuerit 5 id neque ad 
Itelelatriam. neque ad noflram Ejerationem 
entigeb;ze. - Thus in Engliſh. If therefore 
tall vemade manifeſt , that all the NMa- 
tertals,) and Furniture of Plays be meerly 
Holatrout > it will be an undoubted Prejn- 
ace, that the renouncing we make 11 Ba- 
Priſm; belongs , and reacheth unto _ - 
to) whe 


" 
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which are dedicated te the Devil, bu Pont 
and Angel:, (agrcagyed therr Idolatru; 
but, tf there be any thingin s Play, the 
belongs nat ta an [dot ; neither ſhall: 
belong to Idolatry, nor yet reach to t| 
Renouncing we make tm. Baptiſm, Wh 
could have been ſpoken more plainly 
to have made him underftand, if hi 
Zeal had not blinded his Underſtanding! 
- or to have made: him go right, if h: 

had not been wilfally bentto go ſtray! 
If he would now at laſt but take thi 
Diſtinftion along with him, inſarveying 


his Book once again ; and PP it wher 
t 


there is occahon: it might do him no 
ſmall- eaſe in disburthening the Body 
of his Beck of many peccant, and prof, 
Haemours, which make it ſwell into 
. this huge Bulk. 


It ſeems he can do no good againſt} 
= with his Arguments from the Dev!!;! 
and therefore now he means to give} 
the Devi! over: and itis Time; for we! 
may marvel: what pleaſare he could} 
take, to keep him company fo long. | 
Yet he cannot leave the Devil 1o quite, | 


but 3 
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at ho muſt have a Trick trom him till, 
id be tearing mens oaths from off 
hir Backs; as the Dew did, Luke yiii. _ 
7. For his difike of Plays now (though 
ith interpoktion of ſome extravagant 
neetts, Which he calls Reaſons 5 and will 
rter take their places afterward ) is 
ecauſe of their Cloaths ( Fol. x79.) 
ſe thinks 3? not lawfull for Men to wear 
omens cloaths, or for Women to wear 
ens; and, becauſe this is often done in 
lays;and Maſquer, he utterly condemns 
em. Yet this is well; there is ſome 
ogGeration in this: for this Reaſon puts 
ot Plays to death ; but onely confines 
nem. For, notwithſtanding this Rea- 
m, they may be /awfz/! enough a- 
ongit the Indians, who go naked; 
d, not to go ſo far, they may be /awful 
nouph too amongſt * Iriſh, where 
WF"e kinde of Garment ſerves Men, and 
WP omn. But, though we can be con- 
"Wont to croſi the Water to the Bank 's-Srae; 
WF'© ve ſhould be loth to croff the Iriſh- 
ear to ſee a Play: and can we not fee 


WPne here, becauſe of their Cloaths ? 
Indeed 
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* Indecd,hecitesa Text of Scripture for! 

E Dent; xxii. 5. The Woman ſhall not w 

* that, which pertamneth to the Man; neith 
ſhall: Man put on Womens rayment. 

pregnant place indeed : but where find: 

he this Precept? even in the ſame plac 

where he findes alſo; 'thar we muſt nc 

_ wearcloaths of Linſey-Woelſey : and ſe: 

Tg welawfuly now wear Cloaths of Ln 

= fy ool/cy; why may it not be as /awfu 

 "Fot Men'to put on Womens Garment: 

But, if -he will have this Precept to (tant 

_ -#n;force, though it-be no; part of th 

Moral Law, yer becauſe it may have 

oral conſtruttion; how will he then de 

fend his/ own cating of Black-Pudain' 

againſt rhe Precept tor eating of Blood 

For this Precept againſt eating of 6/00 

hath aſtronger Tie,then that for wearin 

of Garments, For that, as- given one"j 

by Moſes, may, with juſt probability, b 

I to exd with' Moſes: but this 2 

gainſt. eatzng of bloed is Continued afte! 


Xofes- Time by the Apoſtle; themſelve 
And why then ſhould it #rouble hr; Prin 
6onſciente to ſec a Boy wear Womens Gat 

gent! 


, againſt-the Precepe of Moſer, _. 
| Blerk:puddengs againſt the _ Precepit 
the Apoſtles i Boe howſoever it 
bla bis conſtienze, it need not trou- 
any bodies elſe 5 ſecing. his Reaſon 
dyes it no more wilawfull to ſee a Play, 
2n toeats Pudding, and fo, upon the 
ater, is not worth a Pudding, Bur, if 
de ſo great ain for Men to put on Wo- 
Garments 5 what is it for en to put 
1 Womens Conditions ? which is perhaps 
deed the very Moral of this Precept : 
Clemens Alexandrinus, and. St, Cyril, 
t old, and of late, amongſt others, 
[atchebeus Alpinas ( a VYriter, whom 
elandthon exceedingly commends) cx- 
pundit. And if it be ſo, then is this 
lan the true breaker of the Precept ; and 
dt Players: at leaſt, if we may call it 
mens gondztions, to do nothing elſe, 
ut ſcold, and rei/; for what is all his 
%0k, but a bundie of ſceulding Inve- 
wes, and railing, inſtead of reaſoning © 
ut, to give a full Anſwer to this Args- 


ent; do but hear what eminent Di- 
C 01125 


*Y 6g : Y & 
rung?” ISL 
LK ; = _- 


b _ . - PIX . a IS 2s %. 4 . *4 ” SP” y T - 
£44 LT YI a4 Caps 3 . ws * vl FS5/ UP "* hs. "2s. E-7 F 
ME => pp # 2 - - o 47 Sa , bD 4; . _ 
r = A p - 
= 
WI 
34 F 
NG 
- 
A y 
» 
* 


wines conceive of this Precept. And.tk 
1 may not do,as this man uſeth to do 
ſhew a Bee, bring in the whole 5 warn 
will name'you one of many, yett 
unum # "mults, Martin Lnther : wh 
words upon this place are theſe ; 
non 'prohibetur, quin ad vitandum pen 
lum, aut ludendum joco, vel ad fallend 
hoſter, Mu'ier poſſit perere arma /irt, 
Vir ett _ mulzebr1 : ſed ut ſerto, 6 uſtti 
habitu talta non fiant; ut aecora utrit 
ſexmu ſervetur dipmtas. It tr not (ſaith bt 
forbidden by this Precept 5 but that 
avoid danger, or to play, and ſport, 
to -decerve an Enemy, a Woman may ivi 
a Man's apparel, and a Man a Woman 
but that it be not done in earneſt, and as thi 
uſual Habit; that ſo a decent comelint 
n both Sexes may be obſerved. And w 
knows not, that Lather, when time wa 
did greater mattets in the World, the 
making good the Expeſition of a ſins 
Text. But, left you ſhould think it 
Lutheran Opinien, or that Luther herei 
were ſmoular by himſelf, 1 will joy! 
ohe with him,that had as lieye die, as b 
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(WM ored with him, if he could otherwiſe 
lo\W49/e, the learned Jeſuite, Lorinure; who, 
'nFciting great variety of Interpretations - 
t iffÞÞon this Text, makes choice of this, as 
[he /eundeſt 3 rhat Drſſumulativ veſtu poteſt 
Wterdum ne peceato fiert, vel ad repreſen- 
r1endem Comice Tragictve perſonam ; vel ad 
nd ſupiendum periculum ; vel in caſu femlt : 
or repreſenting a Peyſon in Comeate , or 
tai ragedie; or for avoiding of danger, or 
10881 ſuch like Caſes , a woman may lawfully 
it on'a man's apparel; and s man a wo- 
! WWion's. Thus theſe men” allow zhat in 
, Ways, for which this man allows not 
FP iay;, And is it not ſtrange, that Mr. 
289 129, with all his preat Reading, ſhould 
Fever meet with any of theſe > For 
8 folio 199.] he profeſſeth, he never met 
Ivith any, that was of this Opinion: that 
aFWither his knowledge muſt be very little; 
- f not knowing it; or his Profeſſion very 
qFaught, if, knowing it, he difſemble it. 
WY But, that chis Precept is not intend= 
ed lterally ; a3 any part of the Moral 
Wn; is not onely the Opinion of molt 
Writzrz ; but appeareth alſo by the thir- 
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teeath' Cornon of the Councel at Gang 
(which this-man cites to the contrary hu 
tor, upon that Canon, the old Interpret 
Balſamon delivers it, not onely as ole: 
ble, but, in ſome Caſes, as very 
mendable, for Women to goin Mens ax 
parel ; as St. Melane, and St. Eugen 
and other Holy Women,are there ſaidt 
have done. There js here offered us aW1 
en/wer ; that, thowgh it may be toleratet 
 berng done to honeſt intents : yet it can 
be tolerated, being done to lewd purpoſet 
as Players do it, But this Anſwer, lik 
Mephnbeſbeth, is lame of both the Feet 
for: neither do Players uſe' it to. len 
purpoſes; neither, if it were a branch off 
the More! 1 aw, ought it to be done fo 
any-purpoſe. | 

But (Pol. 156) Hypoeriſie ts a notoriou 
fn; and Players are in this motoriou 
Fiypeerites; and therefore the, Greek: 
have but one word for an Hypocrite,and 


, 


Player ; as if they took them both for one 


A very gooaly Argument} ag though, be- 


cauſe the Latines have bur one word 


toran Hoſt,and a G weſt : (Non Hoſpes al 
Floſpitt 
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bit TIT fore an: Hoft,. and 2 
ſhould: be all ewe: which if he 
"po abour to prove, -I doubthe 
| be found 29 reckon without bes Hoſt, 
Jowloever, by this reaſon, we may 
laim/as much difference between 2n 

en S8iypoerete,and a Player ; as is between an 
id tio; and a Gweft: and that's difference 
s a8W&nough. But what is it, whercin Play- 
/e8prr axe ſuch Hypocrites ? Forſooth 1 be- 
1auſe men wear womens Apparel, and coun- 
/erWeerfert the geſtares, and bebaviours of wo- 
; and —_— women, when they 
| Woes : and ts appear other then they = 
25 pram! the, Itis plain Hypecrijre, 
te br it 1s wave ; 0 it 1s 
wt Hypoerife, 1s it not ſaid, that 

ſome Zeal is not good, if it be without 
Knowledp? and may we not as truly 
lay; that ſome __——_ is noevil, if it 
be without Deceit f For the evil of Hy- 
pocriſie is not in the Af, but in the 
End: and though Players may be guil- 
of the A#; yet certainly of the End 

they are not, For, ſeeing that, which 
they do, is not done to (irewmvent, but 
WE C 1 tO 
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to Repreſent ; not to Decerve others, buiſ© 
to make others Concezve : though it mayif® 
withont queſtion be called Hypocrifie, ye 
it is not \Hypocrifie, that can be calle{® 
in queſiion. It is not Hypocerific mn mp 
lam partem. Was it Hypocrihe in the T br: 
Angels, that appeared to Abrahom ?. yell? 
they appeared other, then they were P® 
they ſeemed Men 5 they were Angel: WW 
they put on Bodtes ; they were but Spy 
rits, Andis there not as much Hypecr: 
fe in putting on other's Bodtes, as it 

utting on others Garments ? Did no! 
the Angel Raphael, when he conduftei 
young Tobiarin his Journey, both tak: 
upon him the Name, and Per/os; and 
counterfeit the ? ae and behaviour of 
Axariss f And will he ſay, that thi 
alſo was no Hypocriſie ? If then Anpel! 
might be ſuch FHypocrites, and yet not 
fin ; why may not Players be ſuch Hypo. 
eriter, yet come to be as Angels ? 

I had thought I ſhould haye gotten 
them leave to ah 6 if they would but 
; band/omely, and wear yood cloaths : but 
this makes worſe for them then before. 
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as of that ſtuff, that God made cloaths 
vr Adam, and Eve; who being the 
weateſt Princes, that ever were in the 


Yo world, it- were Preſumption for any to 


wear better c/oaths, then they did. But I 
think it beſt to let alone the 4n/wering 
of this Argument untill we meer at Am- 
ferdem: onely I may have leave to ſay 
this ;\that he ſhould do Players as great 


wrong, to hinder them from wearmg of 
rieb-eloaths, as he ſhould do a Geld- 


M /*th, to reftrain him from /elimg of rich 


[ 
( 


Plate: for what do Players , but {ell 
their Cloathr, as often as they ſhew 
them 

All, that hicherte hath been ſaid, 
hath bzen but accidental, and I may fay 
his outſide Arguments: he never came 
to the /#bſtance till now 5 but now he 
comes, and therefore now we may looXx 
d CO 4 for 
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for very /ubfantial matter 5 and thi 
he begins. (Fel. 63.) The ſubjeft, ma 
ter, and fiyle of Plays s laſervious, [6 
rilous, and ftthy : T orefore Plays are 1 
lawfall. But not ſo wlawfull as this 4 
gument : for mark the faulcr of it, It h 
mean it thus ; The /wjeF, matter, « 
fiile of ſome Plays is [crrilous, and 
thy; Therefore all Plays are wn/awf/ull 
who ſees not the wwawfelnef of thi 
kinde of reaſoning, from a particaler toi 
conclude a general But, it he mean io 
thus ; The /ubjeft, matter, and ſtyle of all 
Plays is ſcurr:lous,and filthy : this is mort 
znlawfull, then the other ; ſeeing it il 
directly falſe: for who knows not, that 
Tragedtes are not capable of ſcarrilny ! 
Although therefore Tragedies cannot 
get his /eave ; yet, it ſeems, they have his 
Argament's leave, to hold up their head, 
and [:ve. But how then will the T7:/e of 
his Book hold up his Head, to be called 
Hiftrio-Maſtix ? have a peneral Neme, if 
it be not general ? Will he fay, that Tro- 
geat be not F:ſtriones 5; Aftewrs of Trage- 
azes no Players? He ſhould, if he were 


x well 


is Tithe, of to enlarge his Argument. 
mire, 1 may ſay, of Plays, he is fo ge- 

exoas as to ſpare them for their Gen- 
ww ; bur then - 7rany which are 

| RR Plays, are like to 

ay for it. But 1 oabChe hath not fo 

wel Genergfty in him, but rather,that 

vr: Tragedres he hath other 7 ragical 
(muments inftore, other Reds in Pif 

or thems and that this Argument is 
imployed upon the azfrat of 
meas: and therefore onely upon 

nem it-beats. - But is there no means to 
avethem from beating f Are there not 

ar to keep of his Blow even from 

tlc alſo? May we not, fr ft, flatly deny it, 
andiay, that m Pleys no ſuch /currility 

, F<anbe found? Or, may we not, next, 
 W4vert it, and ſay ; that, if any ſuch /car- 
| Wvity be, it is the Peet's fault, and 
 Þor-the Players ? Or, may we not, thira- 
ly, excuſe it, and fay ; If any ſuch be, if 
5an abuſe, at leaſt done in ſuch mam 


nrly manner, that it is not offen/0* ©O 
| modeſt 
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modeſt Ears Or, may we not,laſtly, juſ 
fee it, and ſay ; that ſome ſcurrility ma 
be, and ſometimes muſt be in Play: 
yet ſerving always to pious Uſes * li 
any of theſe Seyrmps he hath his Anſwer 
and may take home his Argument witt 
him again, to teach it better manuer;, 
then to ſlander Plays, But let us exa 
mine theſe wards, to fee if we cat 
make them good, that we: take noi 
more pen us, then we arc able to pill 
form, For. this Argument , though hi 
make'it but one, yet is, in truth, his}#/00« 
gate, which lets in the moſt, or the mo 
ſubſtanttal of all his Arguments: that,if thi 
be once well ſtop'd. he will not have! 
drop of Water, either of the $ pring-Wate 
of Reeſons, or of the Pond-Water of 4M 
_ #horatzes, to turn his Mzi#, But in do. 
ing this there is no neceffity of uſing 
Method ; for why ſhould I be ticd to 
keep order in anſwering, when he takes 
a Liberty tO keep none in objefting 
He is none of the Methodicals him: 
felf, and therefore cannot look, that 


others ſhould be. To ſpeak then, prout 
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5/h boccam venerit, as matters come to hand : 
s there in Plays ſuch Scurrility, and 
1bſcemty,as be pretends? Let him then 
lame «og Tank whoſe fault it is; for 
lgyers do but a# that, which Poets in- 
ent? "And what is he the nearer now 
or condemning of Plays? Is it not a 
reper Argument to. lay 5 Cheralus makes 
wobty Verſes: Therefore there muſt 
10 more Yerſes be made ? Poets make 
urrilows plays; Therefore Toll: tota 
[ tetra jube, Throw down all Theatres. 
all things muſt be caſt away, that may 
de, and oftentimes are abuſed ; why 
lth not this man pull out his Eyes with 
Demoeritus? or pgeld himſelf with Origen? 
vr with with Nero, Utmam neſcirem Lite- 
rar! Would I had been an Tgngramus | But 
this Sopbiſtry, ab Abuſu ad uſum, is 10 
well known now, even Lzppes, & Tonſo: 
ribus, to the meaneſt ſort; that one 
would wonder, how he could /{zmble 
wen it, but much more, how he could 
wnble at it. But we are, perhaps, ore 
provident, then we need : we blame P«- 


es, when, perhaps, there is no canly- 
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For can he charge Plays directly wi 
any ſuch obſcenity 2 He urgeth indeed ca 
tain gexeral InveBtives, and Dolus verſa 
in generalibus,Deceit lies in penerals,but 
eaſtanceth in none: and we doubt non 
but, if he could, he would ; but, fince 
does not, we belicye he cannot. Th 
$ oo a'Se# of Philoſophers, the nea 
eſt of any to Chriſtianity, were yes 0 
this Oprnton; that nothing is anhone/, 0 
ob/zene to be ſpoken, which is honeſt, 
lawfull to be done; and therefore the 
called all parts of the Bedy, and all a# 
ons of Life (which Modeſty in us ſur 


prefleth) in their common talk, by th 
proper Names, in the broadeff Terms 


that we may truly ſay of Storcks, No 
were more {eyere in the Rules of Virtuou 
Life, yet none more obſcene in the uſa} 
of filthy 'T alk. Tf then 0b/cenity of ſpeeci 
was no Drſparagement in a Stoick to the 
reputation of his Firtue ; why ſhould iÞ 


be accomprted fo great a Diſþaragement 
to the reputation Xa Player > And yet 
I will allow him this: © if any ſuch 
Storcal Obſcenity can be found in Plays: 


let 


Wit 
Ca 
/a 


Ut! 


not 


+ 


imſpeak as 6:tterly againſt them, as 
can; I will never call it Keyling 5 but 
ill take his part my felt: and tuch, it -- 
ms, was the '0b/cenity of Plays in old 
ne, as appears by Salvianus, Tants 
un, ac verborum 00ſcamtates, ut vel re- 
onem ſui tnterdtcant ; that is, So ob/cene 
e their Wards, and Speeches, ar not to 
; named, And this is the Ob/cenity, 
hich the Antient Fathers ſo much cry 
it againſt in Plays, as pudicts auribus 
4 ada, not to be heard by modeſt ears, 
hich I wonld have this man to note, 
lat he may be brought to /ay the Saddle 
the rjobt Horſe: for in the Plays of our 
imes-he ſhall never be able to ſhew any 
uch0b/cextty. There are ſometimes 
perhaps, when Nece//ity compells it, for 
preſenting of ſome /crrr:/orzs perſon, 
lome ſecret (trains, in ambiguous terme, 
like the voices of Oracles, as it were al 
Odſcenity under Covert : (the 0b/centy, 
tomake appear the condrtron of the per- 
ſm; the Covert, to expreſs the modeſty of 
the Player) and this is ſo far from of- 


tending the Ears, that it is not o__ 
ti 
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till it have pafſed the /ence, as notund: 
ftood,till examined by. the Underſtan 
ing: and being once there, it com 
to be but Obſcenity i= 4bſtrafto, whit 
was inthe world before ever Plays wer 
and would be ſtill, though Plays ſhou 
be no more. And in this they dob! 
imitate Natare her ſelf, que partes t 
que aſpeftum efſent deformem habit are, c 
texit,  & abaidit: who covers the par 
which would have ns pleaſing aſpect £0 
rook them clean away, ( as this mi 
would have it) but placed them ſo, t 
as they offer.d not, - being ſeen, t 
Eyes ; no more do theſe ſpeeches, beir 
heard, the Ears: and would he ha 
more modeſty in Players, then there 
in Neture? Toexpect thetefore, th 
Plays ſhould be altogether witho! 
obſcene Paſſages, were it not to expe 
that Natzre ſhould make Bodies altog! 
ther without Privy parts ? And the hea 
mg of thoſe ought no more to offen 
the Ears of any, then the ſeerng of rheſ 
offended the Eys of Adam, and Eve : 0 
which, though naked, they were no! 
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whit aſhamed. 06/cene fſpbts did never 
rouble them, .till they had made them 
elves Obſcene Hearts. For as long as all 
$ clean, that ſhould berclean;the foul. 
neſs of that, which ſhould be foul, will 
never offend. Have not the neatcſt 
ities their Sinks, and Chanels? yet 
who takes offence toJook upon them ? 
hey are neceſſary for our uſe, but 
ot neceflary for us touſe. They are 
berefore made foul, that we may walk 
lean, Indeed, it is not ſo much the 
layer, that makes the Obſcenity,as the 


SpeQatour himſelf : as it is not ſo much 
the Juyce of the Herb, thas makes the 
Honey, or Poy/on, as the Bee, or Spider, 
that ſucks the Juyce. Let this man 
therefore roo a modeſt heart to a 


Play, and he ſhall never take hurt by 
immodeſt Speeches : but, if he come as 
a Spider to it, what marvel, if he ſuck 
Poyſon, though the Herbs be never 
lo ſovereign. How many Queſtions 
of Ariſtotle's Problemes > how many Cha- 
pters in Books of Phy/ck may be found 
more guilty of ſuch Obſcenity, then 

any 
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any Plays? And if ſuch pallages in the 
Books be ftill ſuffered, and not to 
out ; why may not the like paſlages 
ſuffered in Plays, and yet, be born ou 
For as there is good uſe of ſuch Tre: 
ſes in the Schole of Nature, ſo there 
good uſe of ſuch ſpeeches in the Scic 
of Manners : and as in thoſe it 15! 
Reader's fault, and not the Writer's 3 | 
in theſe itis the Spetatour's fault, a! 
not the Player's, if any evil, or corrupt 
on be contrated by them. And h 
that ſhould forbear to go ſee a Play ; bt 
cauſe, perchance, he might hear ſon 
{currilous ſpeeches, may he not perh 


tarry away, and hear worſe at hom: 
For indeed this whole world is : 


a common Stage, where men an 
beaſts do play their parts, and wher: 


men many times play the parts of beaſt; 
And I would know of this man, wha 


day heeverlived, that he did not bot! 
hear, and ſee as great Enormitics really 
committed upon this great Stage, 4 
are heard, or ſeen, but feignedly re- 
preſented, on theſe leſſer Stages ? And 


I 


70 3s: "I 
 theMthere not as great. danger. in ſeeing 
' torffiices really afted,as in ſecing them onely 
es WWonedly repreſentedfin ſeeing them done 
ou] earnef, as in ſeeing them but done in 
realW? When vices-are realy aﬀed, they 
rc Wand as Coptes,and Examples,which men 
100 apt to follow; but when they are on- 
; ty /ergned on a Stape, they ſtand as Rocks, 
; {Wewed onely to be ſhunned. When fins 
We aCtually committed, they are as Pztcb 
pWhich coucheth us, and muſt needs de- 
We us ; but when they are onely repre- 
 b(Woted, they are: but as Pzzch ſeen in a 
2n8/sf, which cannot defile us,, becauſe 
117WWot touch us, Where vices are really 
n:W#ed, there men may be ſaid to fand m 
895+ way of Sinners ; but where they are 
nWnely fezonedly ſhewed, there, men may 
We rather ſaid, to fir, and hear their Ar- 
tr azgnment, ang Condemnation. | 
WF Bur ( Fel. 48. and 948. ) he would 
iFFmake us believe ; Tha: all the attratirve 
i power in Plays, to draw Beholders, is meerly 
i from ſcurrility : as if it were no Play ; a! 
M0 [eaſt no pleaſing Play,without it, Where- 
[89 n, beſides his prejudice , he way be 
D 


| made 
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made to confeſs his ignorance: for | 
him try it when he will, and come hi 
ſelf upon the Szage, with all the ſcurrili 
of the Wife of Bath, with all the ribald 
of poppies, or Boceace, yet 1 dare afhrn 
he ſhall never give that contentment! 
Beholders, as honeſt T ar/ton did,thoug 
he ſaid never a word. And what ſcur 
rility was ever heard to come from ti: 
mouths of the beſt A#ours of our Tim: 
Allen, and Bourbidpe? yet, what Play 
were. ever ſo pleaſing, as where thei 
Parts had the greateſt part? For, it1 
not the ſcurrility,and ribaldry, that give 
the contentmunt, as he foolifhly 1m: 
gines, and falſly ſuggeſts; but it is th: 
[ngeniouſneſs of the Speech,when it is fit 
ted to the Perſon ; and the Gracefulne/! 
of the Attion, when it is fitted to the 
Speech; and therefore, a Blay read, hath 
not half the pleaſure of a Play Ate: 
for thongh it have the pleaſure of inger!- 
ous Speeches ; yetit wants the pleaſ ure of 
Gracefull ation; and we may well ac- 
knowledg, that Gracefulnefs of ation. is 
the greateſt pleaſure of a Play, ſceing i 
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; the greateſt pleaſure of (the Art of 
deaſure) >: in which we ma 

x bold to ſay ; there neyer had been ſo 
pood Oratours,. if there had not firſt 
een Players : ſecing the beſt Oratours-- 
hat ever were, account it no ſhame, to 
ave learned the gracefulneſs of theit 
\Rion, even from Players : Demoſthenes 

om Satyrusr; and Cicero from Roſcius. 
Let him therefore keep his ſcurrility to 
umſelf, and ſend his Proſelytes ro fit 
with his Hoſteſs at Oxfo#d;whoſe Apoph- 
him was, No mirth without Bawarie : as 
tor us,we are contented, to ſee Plays in 
their beſt Garments, and not in their 
fol cleaths, in their graces, and not in 
their faults. 

But, who are they in Plays, that uſe 
ſuch ſcurrilous, and obſcene ſpeeches ? 
Hath not a Poet faid well ; 


; . Triftia meſtum 


Vultum verbs decent, Jrati plena minarum, 
Ludentem, laſciva ;, feverum, ſerta dittu. 


Indeed, if they were put into the 


mouths of Princes, or Perſons of gr2- 


D 2 vity; 
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vity, there were juſt cauſe of diſlike 

bur-to be put into the mouths of ſew 
rilous, and baſe perſons, What hurt ca 
they do? None to the AQtours 3 ft 
the decorum takes away their fault, ant 
makes that faultleſs, which is decen?, at 
leſs to the SpeQtatours : for how Can 

znfect them,to imitate the ſcurrility, wit 
they ſee it, comely for none, bur ſcu 
rilous perſons ? It rather teacheth ther 
to avoid and loath ſuch ſpeeches, ſeein 
they cannot but loath to be ſuch pe! 
ſons. For doth this man think, th: 
goers to Plays are ſuch fimple Tdeot:; 
that when they ſce a bealtly, or pro 
phane part ated before them, the 
take it to be done for imitation > The: 
were the Lacedemonians very fools; wh 
to make their children abhoxr Driunken 
nef, would make their Slaves drunk of 
purpoſe; and aCtthe vice before them; 
that ſeeing in others a deformity 6 
hateful!, they mightlzarn, in themſ-1yes 
to hate the deformity. 


926 teneros animos alieng opprobria [jt 
Abſterrent vitiic 


1he 


FF matﬀcate JF 
The man had an Itch to be writinga 
ok; and becauſe he had not matter to 
zake it good, he was defirous at leaſt to 
nake it preat;he would have a great Club, 
hough never ſo hollow, Greatneſs, be 
new makes a ſhew, and ſhews carry all 
n the Eye of the world; Subſtarce is but 
eldom underſtood, and therefore not 
often much ſtood upon, And it may 
de ſome pleaſure, to obſerve, with what 
rinds he blows up the bladder of his 
Book ; and what pretty tricks he uſeth, 
ofurniſh his Table of Vain-glory with 
ariety of Diſhes. He hath one trick, 
which he uſeth in his Text ; and ſeems 
to have learned it from Egge-Saturasy 
in Oxferd, to make Fas. of meats, 
vwith diverſity of dreffing: As for ex- 
ample 5 Take the word Effemnate, this 
one word ſhall farniſh him with four, or 
five ſeverall Diſhes of Arguments ayainſt 
Plays: as firſt, (Fol. 546.) Plays effemt- 
nate mens minds and bodies, therefore Plays 
are unlawfull, This is one of his Diſhes. 
(Fol. 167.) The very ation of plays * 


efſeminate ; therefore plays are unlawful. 
D 3 This 
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This you muſt take for another Diſh; 
(Fol. 220.) Plays are ever attended with 
effeminate, and amorons Dancing 3 therefon 
Plays are wnlawfull, This is another: 
ad ſhould cloy your ſtomacks too 
much, if I ſhould ſerve in all his Dive: 
of this kinde. He hath another '[7:c, 
which he uſeth in his Citing of Authours: 
and ſeems to have learned it from 
Gnatho in Terrence,where he counſelleth, 
Ub: neminabit Phedriam , ti 

continuo Pamphilam; for where his 4r- 
gument Calls for Ludos in Theatro; he 
thereupon brings in, Ladey in cerco 5, Lud: 
in foro, Ludos mm ſeptis, where the matter 
requires Teſtimonies, againſt Tragedte:, 
162 Comedies, he preſently brings in » 
PC 


>, 
ces of Fathers, and others, againſt 


&acles of Fencenp , againſt Bear-batt- 
eng, againſt FHorſe-Races, and ſuch other 
Games 3 as like to Plays, as Chalk is to 
Cheeſe; and by theſe, and ſuch like 
means, he hath made » preat bellied 
Book, as if there were ſome goodly 
childe within itz when being ript up, 
and looKk'dinto, there is nothing to be 


found. 
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zund; bat a very Timpeny of wind, and 

wer. For, tiles al bis buſtling, and 

ir; after all the Crambees of his (Fol. 

65.) foxr and fowrty Tautological Ar- 
aments, it comes all but-to- this ;. that. 

1 Plays are often uſed Speeches, and. 
ther Circumſtances,effemrnate,zale, ſcur- 
our, vb/eene, prophane, and Heatheniſh 3 

nd therefore (Fol.. 447.) corrupt mens 

f, tnſett their affeflions, debanch 

eir drſpoſitrons ; and (Fol. 321,) general- 
indiſpoſe them to all goodneſt ; which is 

| nothing, but either his miſs-taking 
/ gFirough epnorance, or his enforcing 
1 SMhrough malice ; for though ſuch 
', {peeches are ſometimes, perhaps uſed ; 
- yet the decoram in the Speaker, the 7m» 
* (/*t of the Speech, the nature of the Ex- 
ample, make them all warrantable ; and 

are fo far from working the effetts he 
ſpeaks of, that they rather refifie the 
rdpment, qualifie the A feftions, moderate 

the Paſſions, and generally diſpoſe them 
toall Virtue: that where we meant but 
otiely to defend Plays, he hath brought 


us now, that we are forced to prailc 
D 4 them 3 
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them; and where we thought but on 
ly to keep them from taking wrongt 
diſgrace; we cannot keep our {ely 
now, from giving them deſerved co! 
mendations. For, what can be moat 
worthy our embracing, then that, wiic 
both intends our good, and workethi 
us, the good it intends? and what 
Players intend, by bringing in a T yrat 
with words of death, and hands imbrut 
in blood, but to ſhew the deformity: 
Tyranny, to make ns deteſt it > And ( 
they intend this good to us; and 
they not as well work it in us? Certai 
ly, even this as forcibly, as that, 
parently ; for ſeeing there are two prit 
Cipall Motives to Virtue, Praiſe, and K: 
ward; and two things likewiſe that d: 
terr from Vice, Shame, and Puniſhment: 
what can be more forcible, either ti 
draw us to Goodneſs, or to withdraw |! 
from Y/ittouſnef, then where the ex 
amples of all theſe are moſt lively ſhey: 
ed,and repreſented to us > Certainly,un- 
leſs men be ſtark fools; rather wilfully 
to run 1nto Puadles, and Quagmires, then 


0 
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take a fair way when it is ſhewed 

m3 they cannot chooſe by ſuch ex- 

uu but be drawn to- walk in the 
ths of Yartue. And let him not ſay,as 
me haye ſaid 5 that ſcurrilons,and pro-- 
hane ſpeeches are very dangerous for 
feng the hearers; becauſe A ſſueſcen- 
» audire, diſcunt facere, By enaring them- 
ver, they learn to praftyſe ; for this were 

ely to be true, if they onely heard 
ach ſpeeches, and ended there, which 
the faſhion indeed of the common 
ions in our life; but here, where 
re no {ſooner hear the words ſpoken, 
ut preſently withall, we ſee the ſhame, 
ind puniſhment that attends them; cer- 
__ it would be very ſtrange, that by 
often hearing ſuch ſpeeches, we ſhould 
get a cuſtom of following them; and 
not rather, by often ſeeing their diſgra- 
ces, get a cuſtom of avoiding them. 
And to this purpoſe, there is in Seneca, 
a pretty tale of the Poet E uripides, wWnRO, 
in one of his Plays, having made a 
Speech of a high ſtrain, in magnifying 


of Riches, the people grew ſo tumultu- 
cuſly 
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ouſly angric at it, (fearing leaſt ſug 
ſpeeches, ſhould make men in love wit 
riches, and prone to covetonſneſs) th 
that they were ready ro run upon tþ 
ſtage, and tear the Actour in piects 
that had ſpoken it;till Euripides was fait 
himſelt, ro come out amongſt then 
and intreat them, to have patience, an 


ſee theend: for they ſhould preſenth 


ſee, the riches he ſo exacted, to .havt 
ſuch a down-fall in the miſeries of hi 
rich man Beferophon z that it ſhoull 
leave but little liſt in any man, ever ab 
ter to defire their company. #or tht 
ſpeech (faith he) was but to ſhew the 
Spectatours their own Errour ; but tht 
event in Fact, was to ſhew them, the 
Truth it ſelf, | 

When an Aer preſents himſelf up- 
on the Stage, untill he ſpeak, he is but 
a pitture, and when he ſpeaks, he is but 
a Storie ; (and therefore perhaps a Play: 
er is called H:/tr:o, quaſiWſtor:o) for as 
one ſayd well, that a Judg is /ex loguens, 
a ſpeaking law: ſo we may ſay as truly, 
that a P layer, is a ſpeaking Picture : ot 


a\Hiſto- 
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toric in- perſon; . and ſeeing we 
og.00 hurt, by a Picture; and cannot 
commend Hiſtorie:why ſhould Plays 
condemned, which are but a compo- 
mn made of theſe two > A Hiſtorie is 
tcondemned, if recording the life of 
on; itlerdown, his cruelty againſt 
mew, and his Blaſphcmies againſt 
mf.” And if an Hiſtorian may law- 
have ly write it, may not we as lawfully 
" hofifpdit? and if we'may lawfully read it; 
uy not a Player as lawfully pronounce 
a 8 and what doth a Player elſe, bur 
chefelpfay thar without book, which we 
theeyreag within Book > A Player Acts 
the pat of Solomon ; but is never the 
he lertor ating his part : why ſhould he 
"mount the wickeder for ating the 
pavers, or the more blaſphemous 
ut Pr aGing the part of Porphyrie > Can 
1 ets bea preater Blaſphemy, then to 
- Fule God? yet Jobe's Wife perſwaded 
* FLGdofo ; and this is wricten, where 
bbe read : ſhall we therefore think 


Il, to read the Story of Job ? 


a there be a more blaſphemous 
ſpeech, 
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ſpeech, then that which the Jews fy 
of Chriſt; that he had a Dev, 
wrought his miracles,by Belze6u9 Pri 
of the Devils? yet the holy Evange 
| have: recorded ' this _— ſhall 
therefore think it unlawfull, to 
their Goſpells? Can there be a m 
prophane Speech, then that of the Pc 
Ede, lude, Bibe : Poſt mortem nulla } 
ptas ? Yet Sajomon in his Ecclefij 
hath ſome ſuch ſpeeches; ſhall 
therefore think it unlawfall, to read! 
Book of -the Preacher? And 1 
© then(if we may Parvs Componere ma 
*> ſhall Players be thought, either B 
© phemous, or prophane: if ſometin 
athey utter ſuch ſpeeches ander the pt 
Þnof another and indeed to ſpe 
icainly, they cannot avoid the uſig 
anvuttering ſuch ſpeeches, if they 
be Players, For 4s he, who would liv! 
pourtray a Devil, or a deformed Monſit 
maſt needs draw ſome gaſily lines, and 
ſome ſordid colours ;” ſohe, who will dil 
nzate to the life, the notorious lewaneſ 
people mn the world, « neceſſarily enfort 
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ah immodeſt phraſes, as may eſent tt 

k / nap fg 6 he Featthe con- 

| I fp 1/ cn therr borrid wickedneſs, that 

behold it : not riþ it open , that all 
"47 : and thu #5 the onelyreaſon, of” 

j/e more unctoil, or ſeemmgly immodeſt 

ſages, that are here, and there, [cattered 

thu Diſcourſe, Butin what Diſcourſe 

ok ye? even in this very Diſcourſe 

Biorio-Maſtix For theſe laſt cight 

nine lines, are his own very words, 

his Preface to the Reader; to juſtify 

eObſcenity, of his own very ſpecch- 

, Which he uſeth in his book. But 

uispoſhble > Hath he then, a Mono- 

lieot Obſcene phraſes; and immo- 

| ſpeeches, that none may lawfully 

eany, bur only himſelf? may not 

ayersclaime the priviledg of ſubjects, 

oP the Enghſb Tongue, and uſe them 

ou occaſion, as well as he > No, he 

eththem onely upon neceflity, ro ex- 

[Wrels the Obſcenity of Players, and do 

WotPlayers uſe them onely upon necel- 

,toexpreſs the Obſcenity of people? 


atwhat neceſſity have Players to no 
E 
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dle with the Obſceniry of people ? WF: 
ſame neceſſity which he hath, ro medi 
with the Obſcenity of Players. Bu 
could not otherwiſe diſwade men, fr 
ſeeing ſnch Obſcene Plays 5 and Nl 

ers cannot otherwiſe diflwade mt 
from being ſuch Obſcene perſons. | 
may thus go on, as far as he will, | 
when all is faid; it will ever be tow 
either a voluntary Obſcenity in I! 
ſelf, or a neceffary in Players : 
every {chole -boy, that hath bur learnt 

his Cato, will be upon his jacket vt 
this. 


Turpe eſt Deftori quum Culpa redary 
(1pſs 

But (Fol. r00.) he ſeemes here,! 
pleaſe himſelf with a Reaſon ; that 
Plays were good Scholes of Wirtre , | 
ſbeuld it bappen, that (Fol. 102.) Playel 
and the (Fol. 143.) Frequenters of Plaii 
are commonly the worſt , and moſt viti 
men! As though there were not mat 
as honeft, and wiſe as himſelf, that go 


to ſee Plays ? I may juſtly ſay as honet, 
ſeeing nodiſhoneſtie is greater , thel 
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dbutie, where he-hath nothing todo ; 

id to be ſo Cenſorious, where he-hath -- --. 
> Authority, But is he ſo fooliſh as 
makes himſelf, to think that good 
moles muſt always produce good 
molers ” Were there ever better 
mole-maſters in Humane Scholes, 
en thoſe which the Emperour Nere, 
dCommodas had 2 Yet they both pro- 
ed Menſters of men, the one in Laſct- 
jwffand Cruelty: The other in Cruel- 
; and Laſciviouſnes, Were there 
Y erherter Schole-maſters in Divine 
. Wboles, then thoſe which Gebezi, and 
1 bm had? Yet they both proved no- 
lus Examples to all Peſterity; the 
en * Of incredulous Bribery, the other of 
110g Incredulity, But though we 
FP no Regiſter, of ſuch men, as have 
ated in virtuc by this Schole of 
oft 9: yet we are not altogether de- 
toute of Examples. {Hor hath noC 


Recorded one Lesbonax, an pt” 
ne 
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neſt man of Myti/ene, who being a gr 
Frequenter of Plays, was woiit to iay 

hichf:lt 5 that he never /aw a Play, bu 
returned home. a better man then be 1 

out? And what hath Crcero recorded 

Reſcius; who was a famous Pla 
himſelt;z and yetno leſs a famous! 
neſt man s Ut cum #ligniſſumus eſſet Se 
propter A rtificium; ctiam dignifſumui | 
curia propter abſtinentiam, That his 
ry Adverſary durſt not ſpeak of hin 
the'Barr, without this Addition, Qs 
honorts cauſa Nomino, And leſt | 
ſhould ſay, that the Schole of Play 
Degenerated, and grown worſe, fi 
that time ; have we not ſeen in our 
time, a famous Scholer come out oft 
Schole: Edward Allen a Player himk{ 
Famous as well for his Honeſty, as for 

Afﬀimg: and who hath left behind hit 
a worthy Teſtimony of his Chriſtian Cl 
rity, to all poſterity f And who doub! 
but amongſt the Spectatours of Pla 


we may finde many, like to Lesbonst 


and-amongſt Players themſelves, ſoo 
tike to Re/erus ? 


and even to go no fi 
th 


on — | 
Wings i forwitwedes againſt going.t0 
Mays; (and we doubt not but he takes 
: tem for honeſt men ; as Cicero, Seneca, 
1cd lie, and a number. of ſuch beſides) 


-— — — i — 


"layer were they all Frequenters of Plays, 
1s oy their own confeflion in their wti- 
3 Wngs: and how then, is he not aſhamed 
v1 ip lay, that none but Infamens, Unchaſh, 
115 i "oppene, and: Gracelefi perſons are fre- 
1nWueaters of P/ays; when all his worthy 
nes, who he cites for his witneſſes, 
ere-themſelyes frequenters of them 3 
their honeſties were ſufficient, to. 

make thera ſufficient witneſles, againſt 
ithwtullneſs of going to Plays 3 why 
renot their Honeſties as ſufficient, to 

mike their Examples ſufficient Warrants 
Megoing to Plays? and ſo, I may fay in 

lneir Defence, as C:cero ſaid in Defence. 
Wol-Roſciu; Nik eoſdem, 63 Adverſarios, & 


es. bebeant, nolo wincant : that there 


rver-was poor. Book made the Inſtru- 

ment of ſo impudenta ly; ſo n >tori0Uus 

of tandal, as this Hiſtria- 1'aſtrx, 

Bat (Fol, x42.) will 3 0u Know, m__ 
| 5 
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It s, that Players, in thit Men's 
waa 3. menos! vitious, uns| 
prophane, \and difſolute men * marry, it 
Eauſe moſt of them (as he 1s credibly infor 
ed) are profeſſed Papiſts, A very necellaih 
Conſequence : as though to be a protefieiſi 
Papift ,, were to be aprofefſed Athilliie 
for whatbut Athez/m could bring forlliihe 
all fach exceſlively vitious men as Wi 
would make them ? Yet this makes we 
#or Plays;though it makes ill for Playn 
for Players, though'the moſtexceſſ 
' tyvitious men, yet are not ſo, becau 
Players, but becauſe Paprfts. Let hit 
'take'heed, he pull not an old houſe wi 
on his head; for though Papiſts dif 
from Proteſtants, in ſome points of M6 
ral, and Theological Dodtrine, yet 'thilih 
differ 'not from them in the nece/ſi:y of 
Mora!,and Theological Virtaes, Although 
therefore we do not queſtion his cre-W 
dible Information, yet we juſtly/queſtionſſþ 
his incredible Conſequence: as being its 
da very inconſequent incredibil 
ty. If be had onely faid, Some Pajiſit 
are. exceflively vitious men ; though 
this 


| NT + , 
; [ % be : 
of ja , p a 
a; > * YZ » 6 - 4 
7 4 s 2. - I: F, » 
Fy , 4 Fr . 4 AL þ SY l i" 
p — 
| | w, - 1t* Oo 
; = 


. 

| ” 

*. F.-5 Fi x) « AY 
: | 


s eyer 


x" 
4 oy 
Ly | 


"0 oe Yoo FER. #7 
eds -be - excefively yitious, becauſe 


oy A t Pepiſes, this lays a taint upon 
pgenerality 5 and makes a Poprfh, and 
"no E-man, to be Diſporata, and [n- 
ee; a5 neyer pofhble to meet to- 
wenn” one Perſon, In which opini- 
v'y "” Paritans may do, I know not, 
Wixeuy think, ſcarce one Proteſtant 
we ound to take his part, But we 
wr fea * Papiſts to de end their ho- 
ns, a they can themſelves : and 
WIR, 95 he can, to oppugh itz we 
Rot no further with them, on ci- 
” i 0E: but, Ipſe viderint, Ip/s vidertt. 
| Kal ent hath been ſpoken in behalf 
BE 3#r7 obſcene ſpeeches; but theſe 
YE IRIce one half of their obſcenity : 
roedes theſe, ( Fol. 374) There are 
"I wenton gefturer, amerous kifſer,and 
Merits ; and theſe are the 06/peme fahtr, | 
DF F. z | 
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end the preat provocations to luſt, for wh 
he ſpecially condemns Plays. Grave cringe 
Cate Ceſar ; Kifſes, and amorous kildi; 
very obſcene fights,and great provot k 
tions toluſt : bur why more being dodllſe; 
upon the Srage, then done in hiso i 
houſe > Why more done in fon, tia 
in reality * Why more uſed in Je/ts, tha | 
uſed in earneſt > Why more ſeen /e/do; 
then ſcen continually ? For who ſees n 
everytranger that comes to his houl 
to kiſs both his own, and other me 
wives before their faces? yet all dot 
with Veſtal modeſty 5 and no mane 
heard to complain, but onely this mat 
as born, it ſhonld ſeem, under ſon 
very luſtfull, and jealous Conſtellati 
And will not even Nature her ſelf, 
this Reaſon, be found gnilty of imme 
deſty ? for making Pipeons to bill opes 
ly, and Cocks to tread their Hens befort 
mens faces ? a fight, it ſeems, a Brothet 
cannot ſee, but it preſently ſets his teeth 
a water, to be doing the like. Burt muſt 
we not think his znclination then a ver) 
dry Tinder, and very apt to take fire3 
that 


| 
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tcanbecnflamed to luſt with ſo cold 
vacations However it be,this cqui- 
anno juſtly be denied to Players 5 
2t, either this man may not be allowed 
\kils, and uſe amorous Complements, 
hen-be goes a Wooing 5 or they may. 
allowed to.do as much, when they 
Morelent him a wooing. 

.M Butthere is yet in Plays a worſe mat- 
then. all theſe ; for, (Fol. 390) they 

| e the very vj of. meetings, where laſct- 
new matches are oftentimes made, and 
onfimer ated. But ſhould not laſcivi- 
N Wa ſons have very .ill harbours, if 
a Mad. not better Ports to arrive 
JW; þ then O.meet at a Play-bouſe * And 
", Mays more then Fairs, and Mar- 

Ct why Plays, more then confluence 
off Marriages, and other Feſtivals ? why 
"$9 more,then frequenting of one an- 
refner's Fonſes ? and what faith a Pcet 3 
ny Plays more, then even goings tQ 

ke: . vit-ſelf ? (v1itet, 
KW LOCts eſt T emplis axpaſtiqr? has quogue 
Meehan {+ qua eft ingenioſe [uam. 
0d, is ſeems indeed, wher®© Play- 
$ ICC] FRF heal 
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bouſer were ſo bad, that Temple: 

no better; as Minutius Felix ſaith: 
maps 8 Sacerdotibus, quam inter Arai, 
Dolabra, condicuntur ſtupra ? traflantwl 
nocinis ? Adalteria meditantur > Freque 
tir dentque in Edituorum Cellulir, quan 
iþſrr Lupanaribus , flagrans libido def, , 
tzr. And what maryel, if the Heat 
uſed in Plays ſuch 0bſcemties, who a 
counted ſuch 06/cemtres to be but Play 
as little caring in ſuch things to e 
honeſt, as to be ; but this is got the Cal 
of Chriſtians, who, though never ſo! 
gular, will yet obſerve this Rule ; S: 
caſtd, tamen caut?, If not chaſtly, yt 
charily. And what caution were in thi 
to offer laſc:vious ſpeeches, where all men 
Ears ; or laſcivious af, where all mel 
Eyes are continually upon them > asit 

a Thief ſhould ſteal in the open ſtreet 


i 


where all men ſee him ? ( Fol. 387.) Hl 
tells of Helopabalus,that he commanded 
Stape-Players,to commit Adwlteries,real. 
ly, and openly upon the Stape: he tells 
of Tiberius, that he canſed others to de- 
file themſelves before his face. And 
7 why 


yells; how far arc they from the Mat- 
winteaking of our Plays ? when he 
EEE commiced-uren wer — 
bager, Jet him not ſpare to tell us of it: 
i then, s may leave his gabling of 
lelwpavains, and keep his filthy Stories 
\ſore for the private delight of his 
wo Ufation. » 
He hath hitherto maintained himfelf 
m1ne 0b/cenity of Plays ; but now, 
wane Patrimony of that Argament is 
yang gone, you ſhall preſently fee 
cowvare, and beggarly he will grow, 
1, and for yery macicy fall a piltering. 
ol , his yery next Argument is directly 
"x0, where he makes (Fol. 72.) Plays 
mew, becauſe they are bloody, and ty- 
1 Mollt's breathing nothinz but Malice, 


ye 


. ger, and x th for this belongs 


to Rtacles of Glaata- 

4d Fencers, and not to Pleys ; un- 
wes , to Heathen Plays, where 
WE ovimes Chriſtian men, were 


Gal in amongſt wilde Beaſts to be de- 
J EB 4 youred 5 
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voured; but, what is this to our Pl; 
whete never any wilde Beaſt was ſee 
ypon the Stage, unleſs perhaps ſu 
wilde Beafts as Devid ſpcaks of, ul 
are like to Her/e, and Mule, that bn 
no Underſtanding. 
He hath another very Thrifty Rea 
ſons by which he would make us thir 
him a good husband for us ; (Fol. 30 
2nd 310, ) where he condemns Play: | 
cauſe they make thetr SpeRatours ſpend | 
much money, and time in ſeeing them. B 
what will French-men ſay in defenced 
their Recreation * Who ſpend mot 
mony, and time in one day at Ten; 
then theſe 'SpeQatours do in man 
weeks at Plays? and how comes it, thi 
ſecihg he aimes onely at cheap recrt- 
ations, he forgets the Emperour Don 
t1an's Recreations ;' who made it hs 
ſport, to ſpend an hour in the Afer 
noon, in catching of Flies? For as fot 
thoſe, which he allowes of, Fj ing, and 
Fowling ; Þlunting, ' and Hewking : the 
very Fable of Aﬀem would mak 
him ſee his Errour, if he had the wil 
| C t0 


f 


Wn CE 4 0 x eated. * G7 43 
> underftand +che Aforal. But how 

n yethink him a good husband for 

- whois-ſo bad a husband for him- 

it> for whata deal of mony, and 

ve hath-he Tpent in Tranſcribiog-of - --- 
ſatbowre,and Printing his Book:which.if 

man ſhould fay, had been better ſpenc 

Plays;. though he perhaps would be 

ory : yet as wiſe men as himſelf, I 

lythink, would be of that opinion. 

He hath another Argument, which 

Heems-to have: borrowed from the 
neatben; Bacchanalta: where (Fol. 508.) 
makes Plays unlawful ;becauſe they are an 

tate occaſion of Orunkenneſs, and Ex- 

* It was indeed uſual at thoſe Feafts, 
toSurfet,'and be Drunk; or rather 
netting. and Drunkenneſs were the 
Feet it ſelf: but who ever faw a man 
Surfer, or be Drunk at a Play ? and how 
canthat be an occaſion of Druoken- 
neſs, which neither miniſters Example, 
nor Means of Drinking! No Example ; 
ikeſs'perhaps in Fiction : and then 
0 much, to repreſent men Drunk 
with Fine, as this man with Errour. 
"<>." 
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He hath an other Argument, which! 
feems to have been looking in a 
when he made it: Ir refleRs ſo dire 
upon himſelf: (Fol. 5or:) where | 
makes Plays Onlarwfull : becauſe they 
the conſtant cauſe of much Sloth, and |, 
nefl. For what greater Idleneſs, the 
co fit all day, tranſcribing of Authour; 
which is but A7zm Apere £ But ſhould 
he not by this Argument have conclut 
ed rather the Gowt to be unlawfall ? 
which; when one was asked, what Id! 
neſs was the work, he anſwered : Pods 
g#rict Peder, the Gout inthe Feet f' Indecli 
to ſee a Play as he(it ſeems, reads Books 
to look onely in their Tables ) iW 
might not be much better ; but to ſceiM 
Play, with that dqge obſeryation, whict 
the true uſe of Plays requires, he wil 
finde it, as farr from Idlenefs to be at 
a Play, as to be at Schole : and Scholer 
would take it in great dudgeon , if hc 
mould fay, they were Idle, when they 
are at their Books, But what ſaith 
Attilius in Pliny: Preſtat otioſum ef 
982m Ninu agere:as much as to ſay, were 

etier 


7 uu IA 
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tte bear « Play,ond be Idle: thento fe © 
| millng 0 : of Authours, and do nothing. 
'He hath another Argument, with 
hich; itſeems, he feeks-to cheat uss __ 
h 6 (Fol, gry.) be makes Plays wilaw- 
I; reauſe Play-benſes are the Scholes, 
Playrthe Leaves, to teach men, how to 
tres, and Steal, For, Who knows not, 
na Theevs, and Cheatours, can have ther 
bots nothing; and need not to 
wWiorit by going to Plays! Indeed, 
wr canmnger Schole-mafter they 
Weto teach them the Crafr, then 
arr; one that is in Earneft; and 
would take it ill at cheir hands, that they 
mound take any ill in hand, which they 
net from him. But doth not this 
1 Reaſon, through the fides of Plays, give 
| More: wounds, to A//izes, and Seſſions f 
"Ft there indeed, the plots, and pra- 
tzes of Theevery, the tricks, and con- 
 *Fances of Cheatours, are openly laid 
8 Pi; and publikly made known : that 
Bf *hecall it a Schole, certainly they arc 
ImeSebeles : or rather Academies in 


ompariſon of Plays, But who know 
$7 amd Fl cc 
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not, that both Plays, and Seſſrons, diſe 
ver Thefts, and Cheatzngs indeed, | 
not as this man would cheat us; at 
make us think, ta the end, they mayt 
uſed, but as Lepzck teaches fallaces,tot! 
end to avoid them. We may juſtly ther 
fore for this reaſon, binde bim overt 
the Seſſrons, both for the zmplicite aſp 


fon he lays upon them, and for the 


plicrte cheating, he ſeeks to put upon 1 


He hath another Argument, whidi 
we may Call his Rain-bow, ſeeing th 
are as many Vices in it, as there are Co 
lours in the Rein-bews (Fol. 551.) 
where he makes Plays unlawfull;, becau| 
they occafion ar apparent breach of all tlt 
ten Commandments, of which we may (ay, 
Decem munai fafti ſunt ; Jed ubi ſunt il 


Fl 


novem ? for ſome fins are incompatible; 


that where one is familiar, the other wil 
always be a ftranger, unleſs he mean it 
as St. James ſpeaks z that he which is puil- 
7 of one lin, u gaalty of all: and in that 

enſe, we may ſay as much of him, when 


he doth but onely tell a Lie. This man, 
witha little help, would bring it about, 
. | that 
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hatch yer ſia our firſt Parent Eve 
5nothing ch buther being a Player, 
riere Therand the - Serpent were the 
fears, and Adam the SpefZatorr ; and 
ot ovely that all Players are damned, 
Mt fl arnon elſe are damned but they. 
or; WFayers break. all God's Com- 
nanduents, then he, who is no Player, 
reaks no ieofthe Commandments : as 
when Fs fellow, being asked what 
cond do, anſwered, He could do all 
wes3 then faith £/op, If he can do 
wings, there is nothing left for me 
b 00; Cou will ſay, This 15 not to an- 
renburto trifle ; and hath not So/omon 
no us, fn/wer not 2 fool in his folly, 
inure Ihe unto bim 7 yet, ſeeing we 
Weanwered his Arguments before, 
maen charged Plays with the Yices 
Iealar, it may well enougi ſerve 
wer to this Argument, where 
Qarpeth them in general: and ſo we 
bewye alſo the other Precept of So/0- 
mikllow to the former) An/wer 4 
W#:r folly, leſt be be wiſe in bis own 
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You have heard many grave Argumeni 
on ſhall hear one now, to make ye 

b, (Fol. 29 x.)where he makes Pla JC 
wn/awfull, becauſe they provoke of tentinaWie 
profuſe laughter, as though he knew vo 
that to be rifble is onely proper FE 
men; and no exceſs in this can tain 
them with aſperſion of any bealtlikWs 
quality, or make them, as all vices doW* 
and this ſhould, if it were a vice, to be? 
like a Beaſt, And eſpecially he is noi 
well adviſed in this, in his own behall;W 
for if it were not for this Rifible, ws 

{ſhould bardly, perhaps, finde any thing 
in himſelf, to know him to be a maui 
 * But whyſhould he blame Plays for yrv 
voking of Laughter, when he makes aW" 
Argument here himſelf, that provokiW* 
more laughter then eyer any Play did? 
that we may trulyſay, Omnes gut audiutf 
riſu emart. For what was eyer heard 
more beſo to make it an Arg 
ment 2941 Plays, +7 IT 4.. Joe au/e Noah, 
Melchrledech, en". eager Ye Patri- 
archs arexzever read in Scripture, to bauW 
approved Plays? Or, as his Elegancy | 
expreſſeth 
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mewoulg/prove,that Guns are no good ; 

ul. yeap ns: att Wars, becauſc Toſbus, Gi-__ 2 
10 ien,Devid,and the anticnt Warriowrs are 
 ofihever xead in Scripture, to have uſed 
axe; or to bave been experimentally aC- 
;enzinted with them ; much like the 
do nneſs;which L:ve notes in a Roman 
befffroune, who threatned the people, he 

ould hinder their levying of Souldiers, 

waen there was no War toward; and, 
sthere not in this, as juſt cauſe to ſet 
Marour Crefſur a laughing, as when he 
wan Afcat T hiſtles ? 

-Hehath another Reaſon, as vain, and 
naceulous as this ;:(Fol, 127.) where be 
nave a Reaſon to condemn Plays, becauſe 
wy ar at the beſt, but vain, and ridiculous. 

Smouph any thing of this world,cven 
wher things that arc, when they arc 
Tithe 'beft, were any other, then vain, 

md xdeulons; and let him not diſtin- 

mr of things, and ſay, that ſome arc 

mz; forthe more /er:ous, the more 


* for what is this, but the very 
Argument, 
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Argument; at which Demecritus could! 
forbear laughing, all his life time. | 
- » Buttheſe: are but the ſmall Fryof! 
great Pool; he hath three Ree 
which, like the great Pikes, may bel 
to.contain in their Bellies all his ot 
Guagin-Reaſons: and in the taking 
them confilts, in effect, the taking ay 
of all the other. And may we noti 
mit them alt ro be true, and yet, as 
caſcis, take no Diſparagement, by 
mitting them? feeing, as he urgi 
them againſt Plays: fo we may ut 
them as well againſt no worſe a tlit 
thea Riches, For his firff, Reaſon mt 


be this (Fol. 327.) that Plays great 
vocation unto Luſt: andis it not faidt 


Riches, that they are Irritamenta m 
rum? His {econd; that Plays (Fol. 511 


Indiſþoſe meni to all Religions Detzes : 1 
is.1t not ſaid of Riches ; that we can 


ſerve God, and d/ammon? His third: | 
(Fol. 565.) they bring Damnation, 
mens Souls, and Boxtes ;and, Ts it not {il 
of a Rich man, that he cannot Zn 
mto the Kinodom of Heaven > and wil 
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nd yet Rich 

ad, and held 

Plays alſo 
'good men, notwithſtanding his rca- 
ns? For, as there may be Bonus 'u/us 
warum, which makes void all the 
alons againſt Riches; ſo there may 
de Bonus uſus Ludorum , which may a- 
yoid All his Reaſons againſt Plays : 
bat unleſs he can prove it is not lawful 
tobe Rich, we ſhall never admit his 
proofs ,” that it is not lawfull to ſee a 
Ph 3 ler him therefore , either allow 
men to ſee a Play, as well :s to be 
Wen: or, it he will perſwade men not 
ee Plays; lethim then write another 
9k, and perſwade all men to be 
r, | 
Plitarch writ a Fook De Vtilitate ab 
Wacy Capienda,, :nd if this man had 
*D - 


is 
n 
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tic 
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the good meaning of Plutarch, andhy 
written his Book, de Utrlitate 2 Speftan 


lis Capiends; we might then perhy 
have thought him, as Charztable, as ng 
we think him Malzc:ous. But it heb 
nota Mamcbee, he is, atleaſt, very lik 
one ; who ſeems he could findeinhi 
Heart, to blame God for Creatingd 
Vipers, and ſuch other Yenemous Beaſts; 
becauſe his groſs Head is not able 
conceive, how the ſoveraign Antide 
of Treacle ſhould be extracted fron 
them. 

And now, to make a Recapitulation 
of his Arguments, to ſee, how he hati 
laboured all this while, De lana caprims; 
about a matter of nothing, and how caſil 
his main blows may be avoided witl 
one ward , he faith, Plays are blood 
and Tyranmcal, It may be true of Hes 
then Plays, it is falſe of ours: He ſaith 


they are a provecation to Luſt ; Tt may be 
true of FPeathen Plays, it is falſe of ours: 
He faith they are Ordafned, and Dedi. 
cated to the Worſhip of Cevil-God:: 
it is true of Heathen Plays, it is falſc 
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f ours. He faith, they are the Pomps 
of the Devil, renounced by Chriſtians in 
their Baptiſm: It may be true of Heas: 
ben Plays, it is falſe off ours, He ſaith, 
, Whey are fraught with bitter Scoffings at 
-MRcligion, and Religious mens ir may 
Wc true of Heathen Plays, itis falſe of 
Fours, He faith, they cauſe a prodigal 
Expence of Time, and Mony; it may 
be true of Heathen Plays (which laſted 
nany times, many daies together, and 
were ſet forth at Infinite charges) it is 
falſe of ours, He faith, they are an im- 
mediate occafion of much Afral Adwl- 
y; it may be true of Heathen Plays, it 
$HRile of ours, He faith, they occaſi- 
on mach Drunkennef, and Excefi; it 
may be true of Heathen Plays, it is falſe 
of onrs. And thus, to his Dzverſis Nons, 
Unus Conens,many arguments, as he calls 
them, one anſwer, as a wedg, may ſerve 
lufficiently, to cleaye them all aſunder. 
Yethe hath one paſſage, that ſtands 
barking in a Corner, but dares tot come 
out in the likene of an Argument, 
Were he calls (Fol. 329.) ans 


F 2 
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the Seminattes of Vices ; the Temple: 
Venery; the Scholes of Bawdery, th 
Dens of Lewaneſi ;, and all the Vile name; 
he could get together, by raking Mel 
and Bulings-gate, But will it not be; 
Sopto ſtop Cerberus his mouth : if we 
do but examine the Common-Wealthy, 
in which Plays have been moſt uſua]; 
whether, «al Plays admitted , they 
have grown in their manners , either 
not worſe, or perhaps better ; forſoi 
may appear, that Plays have been no 
ſuch corruptions, no ſuch corrupten 
of the times, as he would make them. 
Examine the Roman State ; and, notto 
wander about, take the times ander 
the Emperour Azpeſtas, in which, Play 
where in their heighth : he Reigned f 
and Fifty years; areaſonable timeto 
make atryal: and were not his times, 
more quiet, more Civil, and more virtu 
ous,then eyer they had been before ? So 
_w_ that all the world was quiet, and 
the Temple of Janus ſhut up twice 10 his 
time * So civil, and virtuous , that 
himſelf was call Auguſtus ; ſo his times 


weſt 
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werecalled Aaguſtum Serulum. Come to 
our own Cerntry, which is better known 


tous; take the Trme from the be inning 


of our late Io Queen Eads ,to the 
preſent, almoft fourſcore years, a large 
time likewiſe for probation ; and were 
exer any Times known in this State 
more Gel, or more Yirtueus ? fo civil, 
that no civil Arms; ſo virtuors, that 
Jaftice, never more duly adminiſtred ; 
Sermons never more Preached, more 


frequented ; Virtues in Princes never 
more tranſcendent, Loyaltze, and Love 
inShjeRsr never more eminent; thatif 
gs might ſay it of Auguſtus Times ; 
ertainly, we much more juſtly may ſay 


itof theſe of ours ; 
Janredit,ts virgo;redeunt Saturnta Regna, 


Azif the Golden-Ape, of which the Poets 
talk ſuch wonders, were come 10- 
to the world again. And how then are 
Plays ſuch Seminaries of Yicer, as he 
aks of > He muſt find better S*mi- 


naries then Plays, or heis like tO have 


but a ſlender Crop. That we may know 
oo F 3 theſe 


S © 
» oo 
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theſe Phraſes of his, to be nothing by 
the Fitttovs of the Devil's Poetry, or the 
Flowers of his Rbetorich. He will ſx, 
they are the very words of T ertullig, 
—_ other of the Fathers 5 but will he ne. 
yer learn this one leſſon ſo often tanght 
him; 75 may be true of Heathen Play, 
they are fall ours, He will laſtly ſay 
that we have ſpoken indeed of generl, 
and publike Yirtzes, but they arc tit 
Vices of private men, that he complain 
of; as though the publick were at 
thing, but the uniting of the private; 
or the generall any thing, but the mect 
ing. of particulars : and who doubt; 
but there will be a Cham in the Art; 
though Neab the Preacher of Righten 
nefs be continually in preſence?there wil 
be a Judas amongft the Apeſtles, though 
Chrift himſelf be doing his Mzracles cot- 
tinually before them? But ſhould not 
this man conſider rather, from whenc: 
theſe men took their infeQion (which 
from Plays, we are ſure they did not) 
"then to ſtand baiting at Plays, which i: 
at moſt, but Cum capes medendum eſt, Re- 
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zem curare 5 for, to think to mend 
vs Vices by taking away Plays, is as 
ng ny pr 
Faces, by taking away Glaſſes, . _ _ 
He hath yet one Argament behinde ; 
hich is, I may ſay, his Palmarium; and 
hich he hath kept for a final Arge- 
ext,becauſe it mult ſerve to give a final 
low to. beat down Plays: namely, 
Fol. 5 52.) The fearful fo 1h of God, 
cb have been ſherwed upon them. A final 
{roument indeed, able to beat down, 
ot onely Plays, but all mens Hearts . 
rom ſeeing of Plays. But where is his 
ommuſſion, to make the Application ? It 
s, no doubt, good counſel, when any 
*traordinary @arfall accident happens, 
ocall our ſelves to accormt, and to enter 
ntoa due conſideration of all our miſi-6- 
2 acknowledging, that ſuch things 
oftentimes ſent of God,as gracious 
warnings to draw us to Repentancez but 
yet, when ſuch things happen, to cen- 
lure them preſently, as Judgments of 
upon any particular Sins and to 


determine upon what particular Fn, Or 
ON F 4 Sinner 
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S:mer they are ſent ; this is more the 
this man hath warrant for, either fro 
Scripture, or Fathers, or from Diſcretin 
When God reveals the reaſon of hy 
doing, we may ſafely then take notic 
of 'it, and reſt our ſelyes upon it; # 
' when the Earth opened, and ſwallow 
up Korab, and Dethan; there was mai 
feſtly known,both the particular S:m,aui 
the particular Sinners: Likewiſe whit 
Fire fell down from Heaven upon 5 
dom, and Geniorrha. But when the Tow 
of Shilo fell; and with the fall,flew cigh 
| teen men, who could make the appli 

tion? ſeeing Chrift ſaith; They were od 
the worſt men, upon whom the Tow 
of Shilo fell. When a childe was bor 
dumb, arid blinde, this man would pre 
fently, it ſeems, have cenſured it, 21 
Judgment of God, upon the Childe, 0 
Parent ; yet Chriff told his Diſciples, li 
heither came for any Sz of the Chil 
nor of the Parents, For the Jud ments 0 
God, are as ſecret, as fearfull;; they att 
an Aoyf, till he give them a bottom: 
and where God keeps ſilence, these mi! 

CD FT, ca 


an have no ſcrence. For, what man is he, 
at can know the counſe/ of God; or, 
ho can think what his 2 is? | He 
lls us of Play-boxſes, both publick, and 
ivate ; Tome ſuddenly Elle Give, 
zme burnt op with fire, without any 
pparent cauſe preceding? And what 
MWreat wonder is this ; if info many hun- 
uMWired years, in ſo many thouſand places, 
ome few ſuch accidents have ſometimes 
zappened? Have not the like happened 
ven to Churebes, and Chappels; and pri- 
vate places of Religious meetings £ Will he 
therefare fay, they were Judgments of 


God againſt the uſe of Charches, and 
_ he tells us of ſome Players, 
and ſome $S peftatonrs of Plays, that have 
died at the very Play, both ſMddenly, 


$ 


and ftrangely z and what wT wonder 


isthis, if in ſo many hundred years, in 
ſo many thouſand places, amongft ſo 
many millions of people, ſome few 
ſuch chances have ſometimes fallen 
aut? Have not the like happened to 
ſome Preachers in the Pulpit ; and 


to-fome deyout perſons, even at their 
_ prayers? 
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prayers? Will he therefore ſay, they wer 
Judgments of God, againſt the uſe 
Preacbing, and Praying f How mud 
better, is that cenſnre in Mzzuttus Faults: 
Fulmina paſſim cadunt ; ſine delefu tanyu 

| foca ſacra, & prophana: homines noxio: fe 
riunt , [ape & Religroſos : Thunder-baly 
fall down mdifſerently; they light upon play 
prophaene,and ſacred, without any chotce ;they 
ſtrike good men, and bad, both alike. Hi 
Inference therefore of theſe Judgment, 
ſhews he hath no Fadgment, being as idl: 
as buſie, and proceeding rather, from: 
malice to the cauſe, then from any ut- 
derſtanding of theſe effes,and as lit 
from any Charitie at all to the Readcr, 
Thus this fza! Argument, which 
ſhould kave made a fins! End of Play, 
hath made a final End of all his Rea/on, 
and of all his Reaſon: and yet he hath 
one Argument more, though not one 
Resſon more, but a kind of prognofitca- 
t:on rather, for he tells, before hand 
(Fol, 565.) what entertainment, both Play: 


ers, and SpeRtatenrs of Plays, are like i 
f rae in axother wat) þ a without Ret 


pent an: 


on ve, Eternal Damnation, And this I 
. iii calls an all 2 with a witneſi: and 
is 10 indeed, for it isa witneſs to us 
his rafbne/r, and zrrel:gion, © For, he 
fies being a Pept, and he denies 
Ing a Purztas; and now this Argu- 
ot, 82. Witneſs againſt bim, that he 
po. Proteſiant, For by aggravating 
ehn (as he accompts it) o ſeeing a 
lay, being not Repented, with Eternal 
moation: he ſhews himſelf to think, 
tevery Sin not Repented, geſeryes 
to much : for if he thought Eternal 
Jamnation, the common puniſhment, 
t every fin, why ſhould be lay it, as 8n 
geravating puniſhment upon this 
2? and if he think, Some fin not Re- 
gong d, not to be Aortal, we think him, 
ſo thinking, not to be a Proteſtant. 
h tthep, neither Proteſtant, nor Puritan, 
1 Potiſt:what Religion ſhould he be of, 
nat we may not juſtly leave the Damna- 


on of this Argument, upon himſelf ? 
nd thus it befalls men, tranſported 
imalice,that whileſt they make, their 


Wn threatning, the meaſure of others 
"__ ſufferivg 


6 The Theatre 
ſuffering z they fall them ſelyes to 
fer that, which they threatned to oth, 
Thus you haye ſeen his Fore. 
which are his Res/ens ; you may noy 
mono to ſee his Beck-parts, which 


is Teftermontes, and Authorities ; and = 


ſhall finde him no better to follow t! 
he was to meet; yet it makes abt 
ſhew ;. for he began his Ree/on: frail 
the Devil, but he begins his Autbrinhe 


from God: for (Fol. 545) he bey 
with the Scriptures, the word of God:! 
doubt, a moſt powerfulf evidence, not 
be ſpoken of without honour ; not i 
be thonght of, without reverence : al 
indeed, if he could alledg but onely ! 
name of Plays, or Players, as ſpokent 

in the Scriptures, we ſhould have a vol 
derfull reſpeR, and be wouderfulli 
pe how. we medled with thenii 
but ſceing he cannot do this, we miſt 
juſty ſuſpeR him to be no better 2 mM 
in his Futhorities, then he was in his 8 
ſons, great pretences, but no proofs, ti 
colours, but no ſubſtance ; all he can (1 
is but onely to fay, he hath nothin g b 


word 
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to Weds, and words are but winde, and 
py well exongh be blown over, For, 

tor his Iaferences, and Collefions, and __ 
ions, we may demur upon them at 
fare, and take time to confider, But 
any man ſhould think we wayed his 
bi ter of Serzptare, as being CON- 
ncing, and ſuch as cannot be anſwer- 
|; let us, for the reverence we bear 
xm, hear him at large, and ſee what he 
ith to ſay out of theſe ſacred Records. 
id he Teems to bewray the weakneſs 
his Cavſe at the very firſt : for, (Fol. 
45.) be grants that Scripture ſpeaks no- 


aparaſt Plays in ? ern terms 5 and 


y then will he condemn them in pre- 
ile terms, if the Scripture do not? Is 
lot this to incur the reprehenfion of Se- 

n, Nolt eſſe nim/a, Juſtus * be not 
6 preciſe; for to condemn a thing 
£ preciſe terms, which the Scriptures 
lo not, what is this, but: to be =- 

Us \paftus > more preciſe then needs ? 
tif the Scriptures condemn them not 
apreciſe terms, in what terms then ? In- 
ed onely in Hzary Torm ; for it would 
LS make 


28 The Theatre 
make a man merrie ; or rather it wal 
make a Ser/e break his halter to leet 
ſtrange Antick faces of applications | 
makes, to wring out a condemnati 
of Plays from Bo of Scripture ; a 
when be hath all done, we might ma; 
as good an Argument and ſay; This m 
ſpeaks ſcarce a wiſe word in all his ne 
Therefore Plays are unlawful: Tak” 
whereſoeyer he findes any place agait 
Ldolatry, and Altars, againſt Adalttry, fps 
Meurther,aganſt wentonnef,or prophaneni.. 
he preſently applies them as ſpoken 
gainſtP/ays,8& neyer conſiders how ill, 
and fimple he is, to ſtand picking, a0: 
culling out ſome certain Texts of Sl; 
Fture ; when'tt theſe applications, woulie 
{erve,he might have ſaid it in a word,thi 
all the whole Scripture is nothing ll 
but a very arraignment, 8& condemuat 
on of Plays.But thus he fetches it aboul 
he confeſſeth that no $ cripture co 
demns Plays, in preciſe terms ; but thil 
(Fol, 546.) they poſitively prohibit, ani 
cenſure them,under the names of Idolatry,s 
things conſecrated to Idols, of the Cup, and 

Ta 


ik 


= Findicated. 79 '' 
able 0 Devil: 5 of the Cuſtoms, Rites, and © 
light of Liolaters ; of the way and faſhi- 
' of the Heathen ; of the will of the Gem- - 
te , and ſuch like ; under which, Plays are 
xreally, and abſolutely compriſed, as any 
wt & ander the whole, or any Species un- 
WY roger Genus, A very fine device, 
o make Quidtber,ex Quolibet. He ſeems 
ne of that-mans Scholers, who de- 
nceth, and findes compriſed, all Natu- 
and Moral Philoſophie in the firſt 
-vapter of Geneſis; bur will any man be- 
eve him > The Fathers ſaid this of Hea- 
venPlays, and he, good man, thinks he 
Wuy ſay it of ours; will not therefore 
Widevice ſuit better with himſelf, and 
Wire us leave to ſay; No Scriptare in- 
iced condemns this man in preciſe 
rms 3 but they condemn, and cenſure 
Wim under the names of a falſe Prophet, 
if a perverter of Scriptures; of one, 
ealous without knowleape ; of a S yCO= 
a Buſte-body, a Slanderer, and fuch 
Ke; under which names, this man 1s as 
ly and abſolutely comprifed, as any 


is under the whe/e, or any indzvt- 
auum 
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 Adzumundetits proper ſpecter. And wh I 

we ſay this, can any man ſay, butthy 

_ our application of theſe to him, is {ln 

more juft, then his to Plays ? Certain 

. the Heathen, have more colour of rt 

ſon, to worſhip the Ser, out of the Tex 

Et Domino S$olt: ſervies ; then this m 

hath to condemne Plays, out of a 

. Text, againſt the Idolatrie of the Hu 
then. For they at leaft, have thea 

biguity of the word Sol:z,to ftand upon 

but this man hath nothing Intes ot 

Cute, neither Ambiguitie nor perſfpicuty0 

word, neither letter nor tittle of lets 

to Countenance his Expoſition. The 

are indeed ſome Rules, by which, or 

VICE mad be compriſed under the nant 

of another ; as when leſſer vices arc f 

bidden, it ſhews the greater are forbi 

den alſo : ſo mceft, and Sedomitry und: 

the name of Adultery, ſo Atheiſm, 

der the name of Heatheni/m: or wit 


A General vice > vary , it ſhe 
the particular kinds are prohibited all 


fo poiſoning under the name of Murth! 
0 Bribery, and Frasd, under the ni8 
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CO Viditated, ” 
Steal: eg; butcan he ſhew, that.Plays 
zby any fuch-Rulcs. compriſed under 
enames of the vices he alledgeth?No- - 
ingleſs: ifhe had done, or could do 
ws; {he had' ſpoken to ſome purpoſe, 
d.with ſome 'reaſon ; but ſince he 
not, nor cannot do this, what Car 
&lay of him, bur that he liath ſhewed 
ore\ Mele then it, more Zeal then 
nowieap, more Boldnefs, or Imprudence, 
er _ or Underſtanding, 
thad read perhaps in ſome Authours: 
me range applications of places of 
ature; and he, like a true Pythagore- 
#, takes all upon the Credit of 1p/e 
ft: and thereupon grows confi- 
Entatlaſt to be a Coyner of Applica- 
ohs 'himſelf: he thinks he hath as 
Welk Zeal as they; and knows, he 
Wlkſs Knowledg: and theſe two joyn- 
CUMopether,much Zeal,and little Know- 
edgaare the true Parents of all theſe falſe 
*mericel Applications. Would any man 
ank.that theſe words of Davrd, Bleſſed is - 
Wmes.thet hath not walked in the council of, 
Ninpodly': ard hath not ſtood in the way of 
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ſinner 5: aud hath not ſate in the chair of $y 
ere, were ſpoken by him, as againſt gyi 
to Plays? Yet Tertwlliantercheth it abt 
and takes advantages of ſome Circun 
ces, to make it ſeem probable. Butn 
not Tertulltan be as well miſtaken in 
plying places of Scripture againk Ply 
as he was in applying them to maintaint 
Errour of the 44z[[enartes:or the Corporit 
of the Soul? Although for this placep 
haps we may excuſe him;ſeeing he ſeen 
to apply it, by way of Allufion, andE 
ageration onely, and not by way of 4 
 gumentation : in which ſence, while th 


man miſtakes it ; it is one of the Sccal 


| he takes to ſer in the Filderneſi of bi 
Brains: and from this, and ſuch oth 
miſtaken Seeds is grown at laſt nM 
huge Foreft of Confuſion, which|t 
preſents you with in this his Volum 
nous Rbapſedie: Voluminous indeel 
if you look on the'bulk; but a ver 
Pamphlet, if on the ſubſtance. 


Bur is it not ſtrange to ſee, how col 


fidently 7 to Mofes to fetch Text 
as 1t were Warrants againſt Plays 5 - 
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zwersſure, that Plays were then in uſe, 
(Moſer his time ? For if they were nor, 
& would make /e7 a very haftic 
wp, to condemn them before they 
ere boro. And indeed unkeſs where 
learned, thatthe Devil invented them, 
we can learn alſo, at what time he 7n- 
ted them; I will never belieye, but 
ie is much miſtaken in the time of their 
Natrovity. Efpecially ſeeing his Rabbz 
Tertulhan fercheth the greateſt Anti- 
ity of P/ays but from the coming. 
Wo Tyrrhenus, and the Lydians, into: 
air : (for when they were called Lud: 
3 LydirY and Tyrrhenus came into 1talie 
Yr diſtance of time, after the Trojane. 
Wars and the Trojane War was four 
hundred years, and more, after Moſes 
Death. Now, feeing the places, which 
Ms man Citeth out of Moſes, were 
ixhortations to the' people, to avoid 
Idolatries, and Cuſlomes of the Hea- 
then, that were at that time 5 how can 
they be raken 1. as intended againſt 

ww. which had no being in the. 
old tity many hundred years after f. 
61! "e| K., Bur 
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But this may paſs among» his Veil 
faults : he thinks,perhaps, that God yilliſſ® 
never charge him with Errours in Cui 
nolopie; 1o I exceed not a Thouſa 
rang becauſe a Thouſand years with 

im are but as one day. Yet it were nd 
enough neither to = that Plays were 


then 1n uſe; but he muſt prove alſo,theyſ® 


were then in uſe, in ſuch manner as noy 
_ they are; for.if ſince that time they hav 
mended their manners, it were no re 
ſon, that, having lived ſo long , thy 
ſhould now be pur co death in their 4x 
for faults committed ſo long fince in 
their Jnfencie. But if they be of 6 
great Antiquity, it is very probable the 
are of as great [nnecency ; for having had 
many Accaſations,they have paſs'd maiy 
Trials: and though often Arraigned, ye 
never Convifed; and they ſhould har 
very hard fortune, if, having ſtood thi 
blows of ſo man axer,they {ould nol 
| be felled with the cut of a pen-knife. 
But, ſecing he will needs be going 0 
Moſes for Proofs, let him go, andlet 
us {ce what he.can make of them ; an! 
| thx 
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tevery Reader may be a Judge, I will 
ate you ſome of his places, which he 
zkes: to be poſitzvely ſpoken of Plays 5 
nd Iwill cite them, as he Qwozes them, 
| you ſhould think I take adyan- 
zge;z\the reſt I will Quote onely, that 
you "may read them at leiſures and 
ugh, if you can, for anger, or be angry, if 
yu ran, for lauphing. (Fol 545.) Levit. 
xvili, 30, Therefore ye ſhall keep mine Or- 
ances (namely, againſt Inceſts, and So- 
mtries) that ye < not any of the abomt- 
noble cuſtoms, which have Goo done before 
w, and that ye defile not your ſelves 
therem. This is the firſt of his places, 
which he alledgeth as poſitrvely con- 
demhing Plays, Would any man think 
tewere in earzeſt? But hear another, 
Deut. vii. 2. And tbe Lox thy God ſpall 
e the Natiens before thee, then thou 

t {mite them; thou ſhalt make no (0- 
venant with, them, nor take compaſſion 0m 
- This is another of his places, 
that poſitively condemns Plays. And 
about ſome ten (Det. X11, 3- & XX. 16. 
Jab, vii. 12. & xi. 12. Judg. it. 2. Nut 
" 4 bers 
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berstxxxii. 52. P/al, xvi. 4. Jerem. x, 1) 
mote he hath of like ſcancling ; adi 
come no nearer to touch Plays, 


Players, then theſe do. But theſe are out 
of the 01d Teftkement : no doubt, he habit 


better out of the New; hear thereforhl 
ſome of them too. As xvi. 20. But tht 


we write-unto them, that they abſtain fr 
filthinef/ of Idols, and Formcation , and fr 
things ftrangled, and from blood. Andi 
not thr ſtill worſe, and worſe ? Yet hea 
another, Rom, xii. 2. And faſhion mie 
| your | [elves like nnto the world; but bt yt 
ehanged by the renewing of your mindes, that 
ye may prove what us t good will of Gut: 
and about ſome twenty places more 
like pregnancie againſt Plays, Would 
any man think: he were well in his Wit, 
to alledge theſe places as ſpoken againlt 
Plays? But what ſhould he do? he 
muſt either taketheſe, or none; that we 
may juſtly ſay, The Dev: certainly owel 
him a Shame, that put into his head, to 
take upon him the handling of this At- 
gumentzand it is indeed,as a moſt learn'd 
may, and moſt reyerend Divine of ou! 
Ee | Tim! 
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able mike the 'Screprure ſpeak what 
hoy pleaſe 4 deriving ſtrange Poſtions, = 
6d: Paraffores thencey when they, and 
heir Bibles are otic in cortiers, But it is 
lain enough ro ſee his crafty dealing 3 
br lie. Quores indeed theſe places, but 
veitds-not one of them : for he well 
new, if he had brought them to the 
Di as/ witnſſes agaitiſt Plays, they muſt 
are Rood mute j; for not one of them 
ould Have fpoketi a word in diſþarage- 
1 Mmenit of Plays. 
bat WW But you may hear him crying out;that 
4: he alledgeth theſe places, but as others 
of have alledged etn before; and have 
(0 ve tot heard Crcero long fince cryin 
1, Wy out; that no Opinion 7s ſo abſurd, which hath 
it Wh ſame "Philoſopher for a Patron ? But he 
bath conſent, as though there were not 
4 well Fratres im Errore, as Fratres in 
Mals;-"But he hath conſent of Times, as 
though the ftream of Inve#ives ſer ones 
"ifivitio, upon juſt cauſe, may not 
continue ranning 2 long time after ths 
Caſe femoyed ? And that whith reach- 
ar G 4 cth 
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eth to them all, as though placed 
Scripture may not by way of Allufi 
and Exaggeration, |be applied to may 
purpoſes; to. which yet, by way of «lk 
ret Argumentation, they cannot be ay 
plied? Well, he hath now done wit 
Seriptere, but he had done better, if he 
\ had never begun :; for is it not a ſhane 
he ſhould make them a ſtale, and bring 
them in for witneſſes, when they har 
nothing to ſay ; or rather indeed ſhoullWy 
{uborn-them to become falſe witneſſes; 
and make them ſay that they never is. 
tended ? 

But though you take his Bzb/e from 
him, yet he hath other very ftrong + 
cords, that are able of. themſelves to 
Carry it. ('Fel, 570.) he hath fifty four 
Councels, whereof every one hath diver 
Canons, all to be diſcharged in the ver] 
faces of Plays, and cannot chooſe, but 
ſhiver them all in pieces, No doubt,the 


nes are ſtrong; but doth he no! 


Eng, 

miſs-take the Mark? for, if we mark 
it, we ſhall finde them. not leyellcd 
Qur kinde of Plays, but at Pagan Idol 


crow 


ME Mares ts Þ 
reus Plays, (wherein, as Bal/amon ſaith, 
here were Maledifta, & Blaſphemie, be- 
ſes many Supcrſtitions)-and addrefled 
hiefly to'reſtraint of: them upon Sz. 
ww, forthe time ; (ſothe ſixty fourth 
«non of, the - Council of Carthage) In 
hurches, for the place: (ſo Conctlium Tres 
znſe) to Church+men, tor the Perſons ; 
lothe five and twentieth Canon of the 
{poſtles)-But here he would take upon 
wm to be: an Interpreter by himſelf ; 
and (Fol. 647.) make us beheve ; that, 
oegh the Canon ſpeak onely of Church-men 5 
wet the equity of the Canon reacheth to all 
ther men. - But what ſaith the old In- 
terpreter”Bal{/amon ? Þy forbiding them 
to Charch-men, it ſhews, they allowed 
them to Lay-men. By forbidding them 
In Churcber, it ſhews, they allowed them 
In Convenzent places. By forbidding them 
on Sundates, it ſhews, they allowed 
them on Working-daies: and fohe hath 
made a fair hand with himſelf: Charg- 
ed Canons. to be all 1i/charged, and ſhot 
0 his own face But is this a wiſe, or 2 


viſe man's Argument ? Plays were for- 
i: bidden 
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biddenby Coaneils heretofore ; then 
fore they onght to be forbidden by thy 
Churchnow? For how many things har 
been decreed by: Cexncels, which noy 
are clean left off, and abrogated ? Dil 
not the Counct] of A abode decreeit 
anlawfull-to give New-years Gift: « 
Chriſtmas? Yet who ſees it not nown 
Ammal cuftome 5 and without offence! 
Did not the ſame Counc:] decree it ut 
lawfull rodeck houſes with Lawrel, or 
green Bonpbs ? Yet who ſees it not nov 
arrufual taſhion, and counted a Deceny 
Did notthe Synod in Trufs decree i 
 unlawfull for Goffips at a Chriſtening to 
marry together eyer after ? Yet whil 
Marriages now more lawfull, more frc- 

gent? Did-not- the fame Council it 
Trails decree all eating of Blood t0 
be unlawfull, and {abje& ro Excommt- 
mMcation? Yet who eats it not now fi 
miliarly, and without ſcandal ? Infivite 
the like. Forindeed the Conſtitution 
of the Church have ever had regard t0 
rhe time - and the time to the circum 
Rances of occaſion 3 which not bcin! 


know! 
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jon, no man can Judg of the great 
neſs of Decrees , as they might be 
3-a0d yerof the great unfitneſsot- 

e ſame Decrees, it they ſhould be 
w. And therefore, though this man 
em to.-produce Coancels, yet, tn truth, 
producerh them not, he delivers the 
rds ava Parrat, that pronpunceth the 
fllables, but not as a man, that under- 
hands the meaning ; and not to deliver 
hbem'in their full ſenſe, is in true ſenſe, 
ottodeliver thera at all ; as Crcero ſaith, 
[bra ſbelf a man be [ard to ſay the ſame 
ne, when be ſaith it in the ame ſenſe,and 
the ſame intent. But how can this 
nau do this, when he -knows not the 
tent; nor the circumſtances of it ? or, 
f hedo, yet he diſſembles it, and will 
not know it, which is a worſe ignorance, 
tienthe other. And if we ſhould allow 
lim the levelling of his Canons, as he 
retends, though we are not willing to 
yauy taint upon ſach reverend Aſſem- 
beer, yet this we may be bold to lay that 
imes Major pars melzorem vic 3 


ad that ſometimes one Paphntas 
— hath 
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hath been more worth, then {ll þ 
Council beſides. 

And (Fol. 668.) as for his Squainliiir 
of ſeyenty one Fathers, and his one hullffhen 
dred and fifty other F/r:ters, whom: 
brags to have gotten on his fide, thougliiſit; < 
it make a great ſhew, yet it is no gre 
matter, Ty we -conſfider he hath bile 
fifteen handred years in getting thenWm: 
and eſpecially, it we th. that Wei 
thoſe, whom he cannot get on his ſid: 
we may- juſtly challenge to be on onWer 
fide, and will make a greater troop,thi 
his can make an army. But, leſt it ſhould]! 
be thought that all theſe Trumpets, whici vb: 
he pretends to be for him, be ſo for hin, 
that they be againſt us, let us a lit! 
hearken to their ſounding, whether ot 
hath been always upon a true 4/arm,oWhe 
no; forif it have not, we may juſtly 
cept againſt them, and bar their voice IP! 
from our Scruteny, eq 


Some therefore of his Trampets, av 
thoſe of the beſt, and ancienteſt, a 
ſach as ſound onely at Pagan Pls) 
whereas: our Plays are no more lik 
F$784 then. 
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em, then Helene the Mother of Con- 
Latte was like Helzxe the Wife of 
laws and- are as different from 
em,as we our ſelyes are differing from 
8:5: and of this, both Tertsl:an,and 

t; Cyprzan, (the-two moſt carneſt of all 
ie Fathers againſt Plays) may be wit- 
eſſes; and indeed witneſſes in/tar omn:- 
: and whereupon do they ground 
teir condemnation of Plays? Do they 
xt both onely upon 7de/atry? Hear 
ertullian firſt, If there be no Idol in the 
lay, that Idolatrie be not commutted in tt, 
I charge it not with any renounsing, 
hich we have made in Baptiſm. Next 
ear St. Cyprian, Qzod fpeftaculum fine Ido: 
f Fry ur 7 yr" 4 rio 
ore this man can finde in our Plays, ei- 
her dels, or Sacrifice, he may juſtly re- 
Wire our voices in crying down of 
Pleyr; but, if they be as clean from 
eprofies, as Naamasn was from his, ha= 
ng-waſhed in Fordan, then hath this 
nanneed to be down on his knees, and 
duktheſe Fathers, and us forgiveneſs, 


em-for miſs-reporting, and miſs-en- 
"Ag forcing 
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forcing them ; us, for miſs-enformi 
and mils-perſwading su. BecauſeMm 
was excluded from the Camp, when! 
was leprous ; ſhall we ator au not 
mit her into the Camp, when ſhe 
cleanſed ? Indeed, when this man | 
fore bronght poor, and fimple real 
to prove his Cauſe, we could not mud 
blame him, (for you can haye no mt 
of a man then his Talent) but now, tlfi* 
he wrefts Scriptures, traduceth Counilgjal 
falfifieth Fathers,miſs-interprets all; ll 
molt needs have ſome thing volunt: 
im it,and hath therefore no Mean in ti 
evil, becauſe a meaning to be evil 
onely excuſe is to fay.; that he ſcem 
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" Fonlicated. 95 - 
ts, they neither underſtand © 
Lethey read, nor this man, what he 


"had that you? may know him to be 
yan one, you ſhall find it by this one 
& ot his 8c lar-ſhip,( Fel. 546.)where 
faith, That Cyprian was ſecontied by 
Fertullian, in bis Opinton againſt Plays : 
—_— had lived after Cy- 


thata man, who goes before, 
nd begins an @ptnzon, may be ſeconded 

y him that follows, there is reaſon ; but 
wfzy, that a man, which follows, and 
vcontinues' an Opinion, is ſeconded by 

bimthat went before, and began it, was 
never beard of, till he hath brought it 
; into. Being. And may we not here ſay, 
that this one An/wer alone, is it ſelf a 
full diſcharge to his whole Book, with- 
outany: more ado : : ſecing all the Ar- 
. Ry s-he brings in his Book, cuther 
| from Rea/or, or from Authorttes, 
Feiicker/ of Concels, or Fathers, or other 
Whiters; they are true enough againſt 
the Plays of the Heathen ; but, as Plays 
Wnowin uſe amongſt Chriſtaans, not a 
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true word in any of them; and therefor 
where he hath entituled his Book; ATr 
gedie of Aﬀorrs;he ſhould,if he had don 
right, have entiraled it, A Comeate 
Errours. It is true indeed, T ertullian cons 
demneth P/ays. by places of Scriptuy 
not onely againſt /do/atry, and Superſit.ſa: 
en, but againſt Sexſuality alſo, and ls 
cupijcence 5 but doth he not by the ſamo 
places condemn alſo ſecond Marriage; 
when either a man. marrieth a ſecond 
wife,or a woman a ſecond husband ? yet]Wt 
he is condemued for applying the pl 
ces againſt theſe ; and why not then »W& 
well, for applying them againſt Play! 
for who doubts, but there is more Co 
eupiſcence, and Senſuality. in marrying 1 
ſecond wife, or husband, then in ſeeing 
a Play ? othy 234 rg 

+ Thereis yet another Senſe, in which 
theſe holy Fathers do ſometimes ſpeak 
of Plays, though ncither 1dolatrons, n0t 
Superſtitions, as things unworthy of ! 
Chriſtian man: but'is it notin the ſenſe 
that Chriſt ſpake-of the providence fot 
earthly things, of caripg for food, and 
* raymen 
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on | D 0, I w \all which, ſaith he, the 
Tfatiles, [47 And doth not Saint Paul 
One 4 he i Ne fenſe,. tho h in another __ 
 offegree, vilifie alſo the beſ works, that 
6 can.-da,. even the good works 
the Law. accounting them to be 
g better'then very Dang: then which 
e.could not_bave uſed a more con- 
mptible, anddiſgracefull Term. But 
ho-knows..not, that theſe things are 
woken by way of compariſon? If there- 
"— AA is comparatively ſpoken, 
man {ha:} take as ſpoken poſstively,thal 
not -ſhew himſelf a {uperlative. falſe 
ipoitzour ©» For, ſetting aſide Jdolatry; 
nd'open 03/cenity, which our Plays de- 
eltas much as this man , neither Ter- 
van, nor any of the Fathers, did ever 
wy otherwiſe condemn Plays, but, as 
mx-condemned all artifictal delights 
Wile world, aſpiring onely to that per- 
Won, of which Sr. John ſpeaks3 Love 
weete werld, neither the things of the warld : 
rey mes love the world, the love of Gorl 
we: bim, I ſpeak this the rather for 
Megentzon ; leſt the man, vouchſafing 
Les 'S perhaps 
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perhaps to read this De/corſe , ſhai 
think hehad found here a juſt grow 
for a Reply, and vex us again with tra 
ſeribing of Authours, and heaping y 
Mountains of Authorities, like Pelimy 
on Offs, to this purpoſe : which now, lt 
may hereby Know, will ſerve himtond 
purpoſe; for we ſeek to juſtifie Play 
as fit recreations for an honeſt Natwl 
or Moral man, but no ways to ie 
matched with the high myſter/ous Conte 
ptations of a Chriſtian in Divinity. And 
I doubt not, but all the Sentence: 
the Fathers, ſpoken againſt Plays in tiis 
kinde, will take this for an An/wer ; a0d 
this may be ſufficient to ſhew, that thek 
mens founding is inſufficient , & nu 
ad Rhombum. 

Others there are, of whom we nm!) 
be bold to ſay, ſeeing the Proverb ſaithit 
that The preateſt Clerks are not alway: th 
wi/eſt men. Bring them to a Matter, thit 
15 not meerly Lopzeal, and you ſhall finde 

Mm oftentimes to be meerly Irrat!ond. 
Play: therefore being Prafica/, an! 
their chief ' uſe con ng in m_ 
LO the 
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pther, then as the barking of Doge at 
P n/ & inthe Water- Rn FER nt 
© Others thete arc, that ſound out of 
zeal, but their zeal being without 4now- 
hdpe, though we may commend their | 
$287, yer we cannot commend their z 

race ; "and we thay truly apply another 
Proverb to theſe, that 12th roo much haſte 
they oxtrun the Conſtable : for though they 
had the farm in their ears, yet they 
haveloſtit by the way ; and have ſo falt 
fixed their eyes upon the abuſe of Plays, 
thir they never caſt a look upon the 
ieht nſe;but ate like one Gebryas, whom 
Plutsrch ſpeaks of, who fallen down, 
and ſtrugling with Magus, bid Darius 
firuſt "his ſword though through then 
both; But theſe are no fir men ro make 
waper of, who ought rather to ſpare the 
mlty;then to condemn the innocent 5 and 
mher to venture a doubtfull danger, 
ento'deſtroy a manifeſt benefit : for 
the hurt of Plays, though ſeen, may be 
Woided; the benefit of Plays, if not 
key, cannorbe obrained. And thus, by 
({WdL% | H 2 that 
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that time theſe mens ſoundings are al 
ſauppreſt, there will - be as few left to 
ſound their Trumpets 2gainſt Plays, 
were left to caſt ſtones at = Aawlterefn 
the Goſpel. 

And laftly, when the Fathers, and 
other devout Friters, inveigh fo bitter 
Pl againſt Plays, and apply to then 
uch heavie ſtyles, may they not be un. 
derſtood to G it Teryſvpinor, by Wa) 
of Exapperation, in majorem cautelan: 
that there be not ſo much as the «ppeer 
ance of evil amongſt Chrifttans, as St. Pa 
acknowledgeth > And when Players uk 
Speeches ſometimes, and Atons, a litti 
ſwerving from the ſtrict Rules of Pw 
te, may they not be underſtood to do 
It ny unxas, by way of 1 Huſtration, 'M 
majorem ſuadelam ; as a Player in T erent 
profeſſeth his intent to be, Us,cum cognt- 
ret, . perpetud oderint f Although there- 
Wer, there: may ſeem to be. betweel 
ema Diametrical oppoſition ; yet, ſecil? 
ws Pat inthe Prov 5! day that 1s, 
in Mor! erudition, w y may they n0! 
by brought to ſome indifferent reconcilt 
$5; 6 ment 
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-40 -not continue in the deadly 
fen .| h ICT 'this man profeſſeth : if. a SpI- 
rit of Gharzty,, which covereth fanlts,and 
not.a Spirit of Ma/:ce; which maketh 
faults where none is, were the Umpire be- 
tween them, and had the hearing, and 
handling of the matter ? 

_ Aﬀer his Canon; of fifty four Comncils, 
and his ſeventy one pieces of Ordinance 
of the Fathers, and his hundred and fifty 
Mucket-ſbet of other Writers, he comes 
at laſt(Fol.702. )with his Squibs of fourty 
Heathen Writers, and Philoſophers ; but 
hath he not. utterly diſgraced his whole 
Army, by having ſuch Scare-crows to 
march in the Rear ? Hath he not cx- 
remely overſhot himſelf, to bring his 
Cauſe before Heatben/h Moral Writers: ? 
Whileſt he kept himſelf in Foro Drv:no, 
and Foro Ecslefiaſtico, though he had not 
much to ſay againſt Plays, yet Plays had 
nor much to ſay for themſelyesz (for 
yemult not look,that the Scraptures will 
periwade us to go to Plays, no morc 
wen-they perſwade us to ſeek to be 


ne) if he had kept himſelf within his 
Hl compals, 
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compaſs, and gone no further then hy 
Name profefſeth, to be onely Hifi. 
meſttx, which is, in his own interprets 
tion, 4 Beadle of Beggars, he might with 

ſome indifferency have been led 
| but, having once gotten the Whip into 
his hand, he lays about him like a Bed 
| lam-man, and firikes at every man he 
' meets, notonely his profeſſed Duellift, 
the Players, that a& the Plays, but the 
Poets, that make them, the Speftatowr, 
that ſee them, the Magr/trater, that al. 
tow them, the Muſick , that abets them, 
the Dancing, that graces them ; nay, ht 
ſpares not Sovereign Majeſty, cve! 
Kings, and Princes : that we muſt need: 
now take his Fb: from him, and if hc 
ſhew not himſelf more reaſonable with 
| his Tongue, then he hath done with hi 

Pen, egg him to Bedlam for 2 mai 
man, But tor Mufiet, and Dancing, we 
will tatk with wig Aon : WW we 
will onely queſtion him about the other, 
and begin with Poerr, becauſe they arc 
the Begimners of Plays, And what call. 
he lay, 'why he ſhould offer to whip 


them! 
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em? Were they not highly eſteemed, 
nhea the lived 7 Are they not highly 
wlnedoow they are dead ? Is there any 
Libra 'z Where their Books are want- 
0g? Js-there- any Learned man, that 
cites not their Sentences ? Nay;ſo much 
did Plateeſteem of Sophron's Books, who 
Nas, as Quinualtan ſaith, but D1ſimorum 
Crpter,as it. were a writer of Ballads, that 
he-was. found to haye them under his 
Pillow when he died, If then he cannor 
for yery ſhame condemn Poezs,how can 
he with any face condemn Players? As if 
beSould allow.a Song to be ſet in Mu 
þeh;,and not allow it to be ſung ? oran 
ration to be penned, and not to be pro- 
weanced f But which arc the Players he 
would whip?! If onely the bad 4AFfonrr, 


weare contented ; let him not ſpare 
them : for to.be a bad Aﬀoxr is no 


more.the part of a Player, then his Beok 
the Work of a Scholar. But will he 
theretore whi Roſcuus too? He were 
beſt take heed what he does: for, it 
Roſas. bring him once upon the Stage, 
he: will make him more ridiculous by 
oY | H 4 | playing 
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plying the Beadle, then once he mai 
Charea, (whom Cicero ſpeaks of) by pl; 

ing the Bawd. Bretur, that glorious Ty 
rannicide, was notonly a great fayourez 
and furtherer of Plays, but he writy 
Cicero, that he ſhould not intermit t6 
ſee them, even preſently after Ceſar; 
death 3 and'will he whip Cicero too, if 
he take him'at a Play? He were bel 
take heed whathe doeth; for Cicerocat 
write 0rationes Prinnmanes.as well as Phil. 
rppicas, that will live to his d+/prace, s 
lang as Letters ſhall live in grace, Ponjy 
the* Great built a Theatre on purpole 


for ſceing of. Plays; and will he whip 
Brutus, and Toy too, for diſlolute 


Magiſtrates in allowing of Plays? Ht 
were beſt take heed what he doeth; for 
Brutus hath a penknife died in blood, 
and Pompey can lead him as a S/ave in hi 
Triumphs : and it is not for a fimple 
Gown-man to meddle with them, who 
were the Princes of the Gen: Topato. Av 
guſius Ceſar thought ſo. mo eſtly of 
Plays, that he allowed Veſtal Virgins tO 
po unto them, aligning them a plac: 
g d SY | i 
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the Theatre, where they ſhould fir, 
me-ſethem; and will he whip YVeftal 
Jr too, if he catch them at a Play ? 
ge erebeſttake heed what he doeth ; 
for chey- fit there by-the- Emperour's al- 
nce; op —_E tutam im eam [cri- 
re, qt oſcribere, lt ir not [afe wri. 
my ccnt bs who hath power g bamſb 
you, It Plays then have Roſcrus for an 
Aﬀour,/Cictro for a Sprftatour, Brutus for 
an Abertour, Pompey tor a Benefaftour,and 
ae a Patron, where is he, that 
andals Pleys,as if they durſt not ſhew 
their-faces/in any good Company ? Let 
bini/bring me five ſuch wen in Foro 10- 
fa, in" diſgrace of Plays, as I have 
brought him fire here in their commen- 
dation;and I will confeſs the Game loſt ; 
if he'cannor, let him then leave his 
facing; and his bragging, which do but. 
ſthim aloft, to make him a Spefacle 3 
and'though with the Credu/ozr they get 
dim Crede , yer with the Judrcious they 
ſhewhe hath no Judgment. 
»Bur where are (Fol. 502.) his fourty 


Reatheniſh Moral Writers, and Ry 
Ft phers, 
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pbers all this while? Socrates, Plato, Yr, 
flotle, Cicero, Seneca, T acitur, Pliny, My 
erobius , Marcas Aurelius, and the reſt} 
Indeed he hath made them his Exe 
tours, but they.refuſe to adminiſter ; and 


we may ſay of them, as Auguſtus ſaidef 
his Hjex, (a Tragedie he had written) 


ſpongtam ineubut, they are ſhrunk in the 
wetting.. And he makes me think of 
Mad man of Athens, who, in all other 
points a {ſenſible man,.onely in this one 
point difirated, that, ftanding by the 
Sea-fide, what Ships foever he ſaw pal, 
by,: he preſently thought them to be hi 
 own,and near" exceedingly rejoyce,s 
if they were his Ship;,newly come home 
with rzeb przzes: ſo this man,in other mat 
ters, for any thing I know, well cnough 
in his wits, ſeems yet to have one corn! 
of his Brains poſſeſſed with this mad- 
neſs; that ſtanding in his Lbray 
among his Books, what good Authur! 
loever he ſees there, he preſently think 
them to be of his Opinion, againſt Pls! 
when, Good man #:there is no more! 
be found of his Optuon in any of the! 
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| was found of this mad Atbe- 
ws,go0ds inany of the Ships, It were 
ſions to'examine them all; if Iſhew 
ou his'fexltr in forme, you may belicye 
win the reſt: but whar need I require 
to believe me, when you mayturn 
1 6c. and take him tripping 
ourſelves. For in the places he Cites 
ther ye ſhall gnde nothing at all of that 
e ſpeaks, 'or nothing at all to the pur- 
olche ſpeaks of. Try him i4n Seneca, 
ecauſe he is likelieft to be nexr at hand. 
lecites his one-hundred and twenty ſe- 
ond,and'one hundred and twenty third 
Bpiffler : but in theſe two long Epiſtles 
here's not a word to be found con- 
erning Plays, - He cites his ſeventh 
Em/tls, and there indeed he ſpeaks of 
Seearula ;" but what? not Pleys, but 
Zarmeſt 3 of which he ſaith, Maz?, Leo- 
wes, & Orfir homines ; meridie, ſpettato- 
rihws ſuts objiciuntir. He cites his Proeme 
tokis Controverſees : there he hath a Line, 
or two, of the Efeminatenef{ of young 
men in his T?me; but concerning my 
l 


Nd verbum quidem. He cites his twe 
"A F Chapter, 
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Chapter De brevitate Vite, a place t 
ther againſt himſelf ; for Seneca, hayi 
there ſpoken of the Lexary of hisT; 
concludeth thus 5 7 nunc, & Mime: mu 
mentiri ad exprobrandam luxuriam pucioi 
 plura mebercule pratereunt, quam finguiliiic 1 
He cites the one and thirticth, ae 
two and thirtieth Chapters of the ſevent 
Book of his Natural Queſtions, wherci 
is not a word, that makes againſt Player! 
onely he-complains, that Plays wer 
then in more requeſt, then the ſtudy alla 
Philoſophy. He cites the twelfth, thi 
teenth, and fourteenth Chapters De vidiipf 
beats, but in all-them, of Plays, Altus 
flentium, And is not this man now ti:W 
very mad man of Athens ? 1 might Wi 
here, Et crimixe ab uno diſce omnes. Bil 
try another ; take Aacrobius. He cite 
his firſt, and ſeventh Chapters of his $i 
turnalia: but inthe firſt not a word oi 
. Plays; inthe other he ſhews how woi- 
derfully 4 s Ceſar graced certall 
| ers of his Tree, Laberius,and Publiu, 
Pylades, and Hylas, as if he ſhould Qui 
ns a place 0n purpoſe; to give himſelf) 
Lt 
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LHecites Folerius Maximus, who tells 
deed of Semprontas Sophus, that he pur 
nay his Wife for going to Plays with- 
at bi privitie : bur this was not for 
vidg to Plays, but for-going-without-. 
6s privitie, and is thus far rather for the 
epat: tion of Plays 4 that it was.not une 
mmmendable for women to go to 
lays, forhey went with cheir husbands; 
rin other good company, with their 
ivitie. And is not this man ſtill the 
ad man of 4thens ? He cites the two 
-Wndewentieth Erie of the fourth Book 
St Plizie, but there a Judgment only 
"WS: paſſed againſt an Apon Gymnicus, an 
xetciſe of naked FreſAecrs, and what 
Sthis to Plays * He cites Socrates, and 
hifks he hath wiſdome on his fide, be- 
auſe he was judged the wiſeſt man by 
an Delphian Oracle: bat was Socrates a 
tmanto condemn Plays for Obſceni- 
3" who (as Salpianze relates) would 
© no Man to have any Wife of his 
wn, but all Women to be in common : 
4x 1-what were this, but to betray the 


dy, whilſt he defends the Suburbs ? 
? | For 
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For, where this Op7n!on is held lawhil 
what obſcenity can be held unlayful 
He muſt therefore either renounce 3d 
vianus his Teſtimony ; and ſo he ſhalllok 
the bleffing of one of his Father:, orel 
renounce Saran, his Judgment, and| 
he ſhall loſe rheRzne-leader of oneofhi 
Squadrons. He cites Plato, but he is taket 
from him by one, that will hold himin 
ſpight of his great words, the thri 
Worthy S$7dney, who proves plainly,tad 
Plato baniſh'd not Players out of his (t 
mon-wealth for any of the reaſons! 
this man alledged; but becauſe the Pt 
of his Time filled the world with ! 
wrong Opinion of the Gods, and 
would not have the Youth deprarel 
with ſuch Opmions, whereof now, with 
ont further Law, Chriſtianity hath tak 
away all the hartfull belief. And ſos 
can have no help from any of theſe, b! 
he muft be the med man of Athens fil 
And as for Cicero, and the learned B# 
perour, Marcus Aarelias, you ſhall bt 
them preſently ſpeak ſo much to 


face ; that, if tone elſe would prove 
| 1 


47 
Hat 
> 4 be 
FP 
'*. 
4 
” by 
8 
» 
” i 
» 
| 
W_ bo 
(i 
; 28” 
o 
qþ 
” 
A 
, 
L 


'Tul 
Pl 
[lo 
" Ell 
d{ 
fh 


mit 


$the/mad man of Acbenr, yet they 
th 'f ſelves will be the men ſhall do it. 

Bur theſe are but fingle, and private 
hen, (Fol. 7 x 3.) He ferry 94 whole Citter, 
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aud Nations, that bamfhed Players, And 
didthey not Phyfcians alſo, and Phile- 
aphers, and Mathematicians ? Yet in ma- 
ny Cites. they were kindly entertained ; 
they were Crwttate Honati, enfranchiſed, 

nd made Free Citizens: and ſome of 
them grew to that wealth, that is incre- 
ible; /as it is recorded of one £/op, 
an Afour of Trapedtes, that he left his 
Son ſo rich,that he fed upon Pearl, and 
was ſerved at his Table in S:ver Diſbes, 
But mark how this man can play the am- 
bidexter. At firſt, it was a good Argue 
ment” apainft Plays, becauſe they were 
the Cuſtoms, and delights of Heathen 

cople': now it muſt ſerve for an Args- 
ment againſt them, becauſe they were re- 
Red, and baniſhed by Heathen People, 
that we need not wonder, hoy his Book 
mes to be ſo vaſt, and voluminous, 
| with the ſame breath he can 


i, O. 
dath kindle, and blow on: the fire ; the 
rg ſame 
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ſame: thing, both affimed, and denied 
he can equally make to ſerve his turn, 
And where he tells us of great Prin- 
ces, and mighty Emperours, both Hes 
then, and Chien, that are on his ide; 
what ſhould we - 2505 of any Heathn 


Emperours after him, who had none 


before him, the great Auguſtus, as wor: 
thy to ſhut up the leaves of this content) 
ous Difcourſe, as he was to ſhutupthe 
doors of the Temple of Peace, And 
him we have already ſhewed, by place 
ot the man's own directing, to be dire 


ly againſt him : bur, to leave no plac: 
of doubt, how firmly Azpuſtas is on out 
fide, hear what Seetonus Tranquil 
ſaith of him, Speftaculoram © afſrdui 
te, & varttate, & mapnificenti4 om! 
aufeceſſit ; In the aatly frequenting, and mn 
tbe variety, and magni ficence of ſetting forth 
Plays, be DOES all men, Indeed tit 
man-(Fel. 459.) labours much to g 
Avguſts: from us, and we cannot blan 
him: yet in this we blame him, thathe 
Heeks to get him from us by a trick ; i 
would make us belieye,- that Aug! 
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favour Plays,or Players, becauſe 
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cpu ſh atwo excellent Players, Hylas, 
pd Plades, the one with Whipping, the 
ther with Ban/ſhment. As thou Þ any 
xan thought ſugzſtus fo far to a 
lays, as to grant Players an Immunity 
f committing faults without controll- 
nent? For he puniſhed them not meex- 
[for Playing, but for playing the 
Lnaves, and FM their Min ears 

nd pow, that I may Corcnidem imponere, 
rclade all with one, that wore a Chriſte 
an frown, and woreit ſo worthily, that 
he was called Pater Patrigs did not 
Lews the Twelfth, King of France, com« 
mand Plays tobe uſed, and tc be ufed 
after the old maner, with liberty to 
tax.mens Vices, and not to fpare even 
ſcoffing at himſelf, if he deferved itf 
And how can we forget a Queen of our 
own, (of late famous Memory) whoſe 
Virtues we ſhall remember longer, then 
our own Nam:s: who would neyer 
we giyen ailowai;ce to Pays, all the 
time of her Reign, a! | been her felt 


oftentimes a Spectatiix of them s if ſhe 
FM had 


114 *' The Theatre 


had either been informed by her ConliWifo 
fefſours, or had conceived in her owliffifit 
excellent Judgment, that they could 
be any either Scandal ro Relgion, off®ib 
Diſparagement to Modeſtie, And iWhis 
may be a Preſident of no ſmall ns 
ment for the countenancing of Play, 
that a great Prelate of our time, Emi 
nent as well for his Piety, as his Lear 
ing, yet ſeldome paſſed a Chriftms|, 
that he had not Plays Acted at his houk 
before him. | 
But what cares this man for either] 1 


Princes, or Prelates > for what (Fol. 514) 


faith he : Too yay! gs ones (be know! 
OC. 


not -out of what refþetts ) have vouch{aft 

z0 honour Plays, (or rather diſhonour the 

ſelves ) with their preſence: and (Fs. 
735.) were _g: enerating Princes : Nis 

that he Rtands ( Fel. 719. ) upon, an 

will maintain, that not ons, either Heathe!, 

or Chriſtian writer of any Note , can "i 

alledged in defence of Plays. A bold 

challenge, but, if there be no fallacici! 

his Writers of Note , a challenge, that 
preſently. like to fall to the groun6 
Fo 


Js 


01 
Or [11 
I, ( 


£ 


PO” Vinditated 

For what thinks be of Aſarcus Tullius 
fer?” was not he a Writer of Note? 
ſho, though he have not written a 
Book on purpoſe, yet hath inſerted in 
his Books many notable: Sentences in 
behalf of Plays 5 which if we ſhould 
colle&, would make a juſt- Yolum. 
Bat what need we, when he hath one 
ſentence, that ſeems as a Verdi& on 
their fide, where he ſaith, Comedta eſt. 
Imitatio vite; Sheculum conſuetuding, & 
Imago Veritatis : (a {horr, but a full De- 


{cription of the Nature of Plays:) 4 


Comedy us the reſemblance of Life the mirrour 
of Cuſtomie, the image of Truth : in which 
not a word, that ſpeaks not, if not in 
their Praiſe, at leaſt in their Commen- 
dation, And not to ſtand piling up of 
Authours ; what thinks he of one, that 
my be- Inſlar multorum, the Emperor, 
and PÞzloſopher, Marcus Aurelins? Was 
nothe a /riter of Note? Who in his 
excellent Book of Morality (for which 
we are beholding to our engraffed 
Conntry-man, a learned 1lue of a molt. 
Learned Parent) hath fo briefly, and. 

—— 1 0 yer 
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yet ſo fully expreſſed the profit 
Plays,that you muſt not think it tediou, 
if Iſet down his own words. Tragedy 
(ſaith he)were at firſt browght in, and Inſi 
tuted, to put men in minde of worldly Chats 
ces, and Caſualties, that theſe tips mils 
ordinary COur [e of Nature aid {0 h 2; hen, that 
men, that were much pleaſed, and delighted 
by ſuch accidents whon this Stage, wouldnt 
by the ſame things, ina preater Stage, lt 
grieved, and affiitted. After the Trageiit, 
the Comcedia VYetus, or antient Comedi 
was brought in; which had the liberty to 
mveigh againſt Perſonal Vices ; brny 
> i. 2 through this their Freedom, and lt 
berty of ſpeech, of very good uſe, aud eſt, 
to reftrain men from pride, and arrogant. 
After theſe, what were either the Media, 
Nova Comadia admitted for, but mee1i), 
or for the moſt part, for the delipht, and pits- 
ſure of curious, and excellent Imitation! 
Thus writes Marcus Aarelius : and whil 
could he have ſpoken in ſo few words 
OA greater praiſe of Plays? And thi 
he writes 11 his Book, 1 may ſay, ol 
Mortified Moralitie ; that one m7 be 
ure. 
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ures he ſpeaks as he thipks: and can- 

zot.be. ſuſpected to flatter Senſuality. 
And what will the man ſay now to Hea- 
jen Writers? What? bur that, which 
e may fay for him; that ſure their 

Books had no Tables, and fo he coutd 
not come to ſee what they ſaid of Plays, 
Or perhaps for all his ſaying, he cares 
notmuch whether #-athen Writers be of 
his de, or no: but for Chriſtian Writers, 
he is ſure enough of them, to make his 
challenge good. Bur is not this Impu- 
dence paſt all patience, when (Fol. 76 3.) 
he. hath named himſelf two Writers of 
Note, Molanusr. and Lindanus ; the one 
a Dromity Profeſſour, the other 2 revc- 
rend Bzſhop, who have both of them 
written in_ |uftification of P/ays ? But 
you muſt allow him to except theſe, he 
meant fo when he made his challenge. 
Well, be it ſo: what thinks he then of 
the Glory of onr Nation, the Incompa- 
rable Sir Philip Szaney? Was not he a 
Chriſtian, 2nd a IWriter of Note? Who 
In his general Pefence of Poetry bath 10- 
erted alſo a Particular detcnce onPIge, 
[| a4 i}C 
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and you may well hear his words with 
out altering, becauſe they are not Capt 
able of betrering. Comedte (ſaith he); 
an Imitation of FA common Errours of on 
life , which the Comedian repreſentethinth 
moſt ridiculous, and ſcornfull ſort , that 
may be, ſo as it is impoſſible, that anyÞe. 
holder can be content to be ſuch an one, Nan, 
as, im Geometrie, the Oblique muſt be knom 
as well as the Right ; and, in Arithmetic, 
the Oda as well as the Even: 6, in the Ati 
ons of our Life, who ſeeth not the filthy. 
neſs of Evil wanteth a preat foil to prr- I 
eetve the beauty of Virtue, This doth tit t 
Comeate handle fo, in our private, and 6 
meſtical matters, that with hearing it m 

et as it were an Experience: what 15 tt 
looked for of a viggardly Demea, of a cr; 
ty Davus, of a flattering Gnatho, 
Vatn-glorious Thralo, and not onely to 
know what effefts are to be expefted, butt 
know,who be [uch,by the ſignifying bad givin 
them by the Comedian, And little rea(0 
hath any man to ſay, that men learn tit 
Evil, by ſeeing it ſo ſet outs ſince (ul. 
ſaid before) there ts no man lzving, 9 
BE | til 
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ith, Wile farce truth hath in Nature no ſooner 

Weeth cheſs men play their parts, but he wiſh« 

th. 4 em mm_Piſtrinum. Although per- 
hence, the {ack of his own faults lie [6 be- 
hinde bis back, that he ſeeth not himſelf to 
dance the ſame meaſure: whereto nothing 
van more open his Etes, then to ſee his own 
ATions contemptibly ſet forth. So that, 


a 
wn tbe right aſe Comedie wz#, 1 think, b 
4, Wi "2 body be blamed: and much leſs of the 


"gh, and excellent Tragedie , that open- 
eth the greateſt Wounds, and ſheweth fortb 
the Ulcers, that are covered with Tiſſae ; 
that maketh Kings fear to be Tyrants, and 
Tyrants to mantfeff their Tyrannical ha- 
, WE mours ; that, with ſtirring the Effetts of Ad- 
i "ration, and Conmiſeration, teacheth the 
uncertarnty of this world, and upon how weak 
Foundations Gilden roofs are builded. 
It were therefore too abſurd to caff out ſoex- 
cellent a repreſentation of whatſoever 2s 
worthy to be learned, Thus the excellent 
Szaney : and what more could he have 
ſaid, if he would have ſought to flatter 
Plays ? Yet there is an Exception a- 
gainſt him to, becauſe (Fel. 913.) 
| | I-4 "17" Dad 
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hath writtehi an Arcadia, one of twlMilli 
Books in this man's Index Expurgatorin, 
But perhaps he will admit of no Enyifihl 
Teſtimonies : take one then in Fran, 
and what thinks he of the Ingeniow, 
and Learned Mz:thael de Montargn; 
was not he a Chriſtian, and a IWriter of 
Note? And hear what he writes inthe 
five and twentieth Chapter of his Firſ 
book of Eſjates : 1 have ever (ſaith he) 
accuſed them of Impertinencie,that condemn, 
and diſallow ſeth kinde of Recreation, and 
blamed thoſe of In-juſtice, that refuſe gud 
and heneft Comedians, or (as we call them) 
Players, to enter our good Towns, ant 
gracg the common people ſuch publique ſþirt! 
olttich, and well.ordered Common Wealthr 
endeavour rather carefully to unite, anda. 
ſemble their Citizens together, as in [erivu 
Ones of Devotion ; ſo in honeſt Exerciſt 
of Recreation, Common ſociety, and lovin} 
Friend-ſbip is thereby cheriſhed, and encret- 
ſed: and beſides, they cannot hawe more Fir 
mal, and Repular Peſirmes allowed thin, 
then ſuch, as are Aﬀed, and Repreſented m 
epen view of all, and in the preſence of il 
| AM aoi/tratt 
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= : | frat | "themſelves. . And, if F| miuphr 
», Mew / ay, 7 would think it reaſonable, that 
lows Cities there ſhould be Theatres 
wented for ſurh Spefacles, Thus Mon- 
tight ard where is the mairs challenge 
bw, us thonyh there were none, that 
eſther did, of durſt oppoſe him 2 Cer- 
we thay truly ſay ; the Saying is 
verified of him, Scientia non habet Int+ 
Mam peter Ipnorantim: Verecundia non 
babes [nimicum preter Impudentem. 

But ' when all is ſaid, that can 
be: this is his A/arus Ahbenees, that he 
ith no more, then what Tertu/lzan, and 
Saint Cyprian, and many other moſt Zea- 
bus, and Learned men, have ſaid be- 
an It is trae indeed, Tertulian, x 

tLyprien, two ſhining Lights in the 
Chirch of God, have both of them writ* 
ten Treatifes De jpeRaculis, concerning 
Thews, and Plays; and 1 could wiſh they 
were in Enylifh,that the world might ſee 
a ſtrange thing to wonder at : which is, 
thatthis man faith almoſt nothing mate- 
tial of Plays, which he hath not from 


/ ard yet, where they write moſt 
lcarnedly, 


E 123 The Theatre 
> learnedly, hefaith the ſame thing, ax 


yet writes moſt ignorantly : whereth 
write exceeding devyoutly, he ſaith the 
ſame thing, and yet writes exceeding 
malitiouſly : where they ſhew in thei 
writing great judgment, and di[cretim; 
he ſaith the ſame thing, and yet ſheys 
nothing but Yarty, and groſs fimyli 
City. 

One would wonder how thi 
ſhould happen, bur this is the matter: 
Circuraftances in matters Moral enter 
common often times with the ſubſtance 
it ſelf, or rather indeed become very 
parts of the ſubſtance ; which theſe Fr 
thers have moſt duly obſerved : bit 
this man goes away with the ſubſtance, 
as' Sampſon with the Gates of Azzab, and 
leaves the Circumſtances all behinde 
him: and ſo, whilſt he thinks he hath 
the ſubſtance of the matter ; he hath not 
indeed the matter of the Subſtance. A 
few words will make it plain. Tertsl 
enlived in the time of Septimius Sever 
Emperozr of Rome: under whom ws 
_ the Fifth, or Sixth Perſecution again! 
| Chriftau 
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Infioxs: in the twelfth year of |his 


Empire were proclaimed Secular Plays 
(called, becauſe they were ſolemni- 
zed but /emel tn ſxculo, once in an hun- 
dred years) and-were dedicated to the 
honour of ſome of their Hea:ben Cods. 
Tertulien (conceiving it might breed 

t ſcandal to the Chriſtian Religion, 
it: Chraſtzans ſhould reſort unto them: 
and the Heathen being apt to inſult, as 
though - Ehrzſtians had no pleaſures in 
their own Religron, but were fain to 
come for pleaſures to them) writes a 
Treatiſe, exhorting all Chriſt:ans to for- 
bear theſe Plays; aud uſcth indeed ma- 
ny Excellent, and weighty Reaſons, that 
theſe. Plays were full of 1delatrie, and 
Superſtition, and therefore they could 
notgo to ſee them, but they nauſt be- 
come as Acceſſaries, and partakers with 
them in their 7do/atrie: that they were 
tull of licentious Beaſtlineſs, as where- 
inmen, and women were brought in, 
naked upon the Stage, uſing many 
Libidinous. and Immodeſt geſtures 3 


that themſelycs were how in Perſecutt- 
I Oil 


\ vw % mon % 3% be I” : © 57» . _ E - "EPny . v 
5 "8 **, — : my - Os : fs » 
Pay... NT 6. STS MANIA -þ . . » 
DS - 
AB « 
= ry 
RS - 
D I 2. | 
8 
* . 
= 
4 
: ” 


on, fitter to meurn,then to be merry, fitty 
to wring their hands with compunttion, 
then to clap their hands at a Plauditegthy 
they might bethink themſelves of great 
er pleaſures in their own Religion, ther 
Recontilement with God, their Redemptim 
by Chriſt, thetr Flope of Heaven , and 
{uchlike. Now, what man of our Mi. 
nifters,if he had been in Tertullzan's Piace 
would not have written of theſe Play, 
as Tertellian did : yet what man of our 
Miniſters, as our Plays are now , would 
once have offered to open his mouthz 
gainſt them > They were 1dolatrow: 
ours, meerly Moral: they, dedicated 
to Heathen Gods; ours, dedicated only 
to honeſt Recreation : they, full of impi 
ous, and prophane Obſcenity ; ours, 
Full only of civil Mirth : they, full of 
cruelty, and blood ; ours, friendly, and 
quiet, lovingly maintaining mutual {0- 
ciety : they , in time of perſecutions 
ovrs, in time (for which we have caule 
to praiſe God) of Peare, and Jrout: 
they, Acted by Heathen, and among! 
Heathen ; ours, Acted by Chriſtians, and 


ainongs 


itteioneft Chriſfions. And now, let the 


onWeorld jade, whether there be not juft 


ta{Waſe to'commend this Father for wri- 
Uh ug as he did, and yet tO condemn this 
ver Wan for writing as he doth? For he du- 
7 obſerved all due Circumſtances, but 


is man obſerves none ; but is meerly 
aconfuſed Lump, as if he were a man 
made out of the firſt Chaos, and were 
Y, Wever deſcended trom Adam, made of 
he Earth, when 1c was a diſtin Ele 


$ Although theretore he could ſay, that 
te faith nothing, but what others have 
laid before.,y=2t would this be no 4polegre 
orhim; ſceing he faith it not in . 
ſame Times, nor amongſt the ſame Per: 
ſons, nor upon the ſame Occaſions, nor 
withregard of any duc Circumſtance. 
Andyer, this is not all; ior is not his 
Book full of ſevere Ccnſurings? of 
uncharitable Inyectives 7 of far- fetch'd 
Applications > of opprobrious Lan- 
grape? of blemiſhing Imputations ? 
But, ſuppoſe It were NOT , Is it noching 
to gather the crrours of former times, 


and 
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and to caſt them upon the Reformatiny 
of the preſent time > Is it nothing tg 
ſack the Ulcers of Diſeaſed perſons, and 
then ſpit them all in the face of his 
Countrey ? Is it nothing to obtrude his 
own miſtakings for vas. z and that to 
the ſcandal of the whole natron ?Is ir no- 
thing to perſwade the world, that (Fl 
6x, & 568.) we profeſs to be Chriſtian, 
but are none,as maintaining Heathenjh, 
and 1dolatroas Cuſtomes ? Is it nothing 
' (Fel.149.) to ſow ſeeds of Suſþ:cion,and 
Jealowſes in the peoples hearts, as if al 
were out of order, both in Church, and 
Common-wealth? Is it nothing tor apr: 
vate man, totake upon him to be Cenſor 
morum, 1n matters both C:vil, and Ecele- 
faſticel ? If theſe things ſhould be (uf 
tered, every Kerah, and Dathan would 
be controlling. of Moſes, and Arm; 
every Fack Straw would be oiving 1 an! 
to his Prince ; every Dreamer would be 
an Enthuf/aſt , Ag if another AJ Ont ans 
were come amongſt us : but I forbearto 

aggravate faults already cenſured, 
Qua! merait penas, Jam dedit illud on 
Onelf 


= Onely add this as a Corollary to all, * 
that hath been ſaid, If Plays be neither 
Tuilty of Zdolatry,nor ob/cenity,then is bis 

ob 7 both of malice, and flander 5 
but they are neither Jde/atrozs in any 
fort, as all men will acknowledge, nor- 
obſcene inthe ſort he would make them, 
2500 man can deny; and therefore what 
is his Book but a very unmannerly ſurmiſe 
for the maner, and a very filthy /m- 
| for the matter. And now, that 
you have heard this Negative Argument 
to abſolye Plays; you may be pleaſed 
to hear one Affirmative Argument, tO 
make them abſolute, and it ſhall be cut 
_ his own faſhion, if that will pleaſe 


hat exerciſe is moſt worthy to be 
frequented, in which both profit, and 
pleaſure may be had together : but ſuch 
are Playe, therefore moſt worthy to be 
frequented, The Major 1s proved thus, 
_ Omne tulit punfum,qui mſcuit atile dulct. 
The 24rner thus, 
Et proat ſje volunt, 3 deleare Porte, 

There remains onely a ſhort Fars- 


pbraſe 
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phraſe upon this Argument, and then 
Dax:. 

For ſhould we not wrong Plays,if we 
did onely defend them, and did not wn. 
mend them? To leave them non Laws 
#05, WETE tO leave them 1laudatos : and 
they Felcrve not onely an Apologre, but 
| an Encomzum, As therefore it is {aid ot 
” _ Imager, that theyare the Books of ſuch 
as cannot read; fo we may ſay of Play; 

that they are. the Scholes of ſuch as cans 
. not Rudie. and tcach that with ea{ 
and delight, which in other courſes cat- 

not be attained without much pain, and 
labour. And let not the Name abuſe you, 
as if you were at p/ay, when you are at: 

Play; for though the Name be bur aft, 

yet isthere in good earneſt much carni} 

good to be learned from thence by du: 
obſervation, Certainly,the very {coped 

Plays in Chriſtian times, hath ever bc" 

addreſſed to the magnifying of /irtw: 

or to make notorious the foulnels, a! 

deformityg of Vice; wherein indeed 

they have an ability, then any oth 
courſe far more cnforcin g, For wht 
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2s the common man is drawn to love 
Virtue, not ſo much by the love of Yir- 
zue, as by the love of Happinef, which 
grows out of Virtue; and to hate Yee, 
not ſo "much for the hate of Yice, as for 
the hate of 17/erzes, that flow out of 
Vice: it muſt neceflarily follow, that 
what doth moſt manifeſt fuch happi= 
nels, or ſuch miſeries, muſt needs, to 
' /irtue, or from Yice, be moſt enforcing 5. 
but this effe& is far better wrought by 
Plays, the Repreſentation of lite, then by 
the life it ſelf : ſeeing life, being caſual, 
and tedious, doth neither always anſwer 
todeſert;nor yet is eafie to be obſerved, 
where the Play no ſooner ſhews you the 
Vice, but it inflicts the puniſhment 3 no 
ſooner the Virtue, but it beſtoweth the 
reward, Beſides, where Laws ſuppreſs 
faults, by making the faulty, puniſhable : 
Plays reclaim the faulty, by monty the 
faults, if ſmall, r:dicrlons, if great, 04:08s. 
+ Indeed, the Paſſages of the world 
are excellent Glaſſes, if they be had 
vithia reaſonable diſtance, which, as 1£ 
the purpoſe of Hiſtories to do by Re- 
K 


lation - 
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latin; ſo it is the purpoſe of Play:ty 
do it by Repreſentation, as Cicero ſaith, 
Flee confifta arbitror & Poetts eſſe, ut ef- 
filtos mores noftros, expreſſamque imaginen 
noſtre quotidiane vite videamus : Plays, | 
conceive, were deviſed by Poets for 
this purpoſe ; that in them, as in a la, 
we might fee the maners, and very 
Image of our daily life. Plays indeed are 
Glaſſes of the Paſſages, and Actions ot 
the world : and it is unhappy for G/aſſ,, 
when they fall into the hands of 11:-fa- 
voured faces; for they may chance to 
lay the Ifavourednefi of their faces upon 
the Glaſes:and juſt ſoit is with this man; 
for he lays all the blame of the world: 
bad ations upon Plays, where he ougiit 
rather to lay all the blame of Plays bad 
actions upon the world: for, if the world 
_ were gooa, Plays would be good; but,it the 
world be bad, Plays are but the G/aſſ:, 
they do but their kinde to repreſentit 
as it is ; and therefore no fault of their:, 
If they be bad too, ; 
But he cannot abide to hear talk! 


Repreſentations, he finds no difference 5 
tweei 
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tween real cormerting a Sin, and repre- 
jenppit. But have we not even in Scrz- 
ptare ſomte Examples, (which we may 
apply with reverence) that things which 
cannot without. zwdecency be done, may 
yet without indecency be repreſented ? 
Can there be a more beaſtly, a more 
ſhamefall at, then to ſhew one's ſelf 
ſtark naked before all people? yet the 
Prophet Eſay did ſo 5 and did ſo three, 
years together: and though in it ſelf 
it were a ſhamefull act, yet in him it was 
not ſoz becauſe he did it for + ak pr 
tzon, Can there be a more foul, or. 
fooliſh at, then for a man purpoſely 
to marry a Whoor, and to have children 
of Formications ? yet the- Prophet Hoſea 
didſo: and, chough in it ſelf ir were 4 
moſt fooliſh at; yet in him it was not 
ſo, becauſe he did it for repreſentation., 
And may we not then draw from hence, 
- notonly an Apelegze for Plays, by reaſon 
of their lawfulneſs, but an Encomtum al-: 
fo, by reaſon of their forciblenef ? And 
for this cauſe the great Schole-man, T/ho-, 
nas Aquings, ſaith, and faith it'in this, 
= K 2 very 
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yery Caſe. Poetice Fabule idcirco invite 
' ſunt, ut mortales adducerent ad virtutis ad. 
' epttonem, ac Vit fupam, ad que {:mpiuces 
homines mel:us repreſentatiombus, quimra. 
£zombus inducuntur, Plays were invented to 
this purpoſe, that men might the better be 
araron #0 embrace Virtue, and ty flie V ite; 
to which they are much better drawn by ie 
preſentatrons, then by reaſons, 

But he would be thought very devout; 
he ſtands upon it,that we have other, far 
better, more Cryſtalline Glaſſes then 
Plays, even Scriptures, the Word of God, 
and Preachers, the Miniſters of the Word 
of God, &c. As though, becauſe the Sun 
is a glorious Light of God's making, 
we might ap. a Torch oft our own 
making, when the Sun is down The 
Scriptures indeed are Divine Rules,Gods 
Word is a Lazthorn to our feet, and a Liglt 
79 04r paths, and Preachers are ſublime 
SJ ehole-maſters, who fit in Moſes Chair t0 
inftruct uss and I could wiſh with this 
man.thar Prayers, & Sermons were IMorc 
frequented, and Plays leſs 5 but yet no! 
with this man's minde, as though ever} 

ORG, 


one, that goes to! a Play, were damned : 
but becauſe Plays are but of Humane in- 
rentron, and may miſcarry in that they 
intend 5 Sermons are of Drone tnſ{:tutzon, 


by hearing, We ſee Plays butto refreſh. 
qur Spirits; but we hear Sermons to 
ſanQife our Spirits : we ſee Plays but 
as a boatly recreation; but we hear Ser- 
monras a ſpiritual edification , which yet 
I ſpeak not to make compariſon, but to 
ſhew there is no comparz/onto be made. 
They are non eodcm nominanda die. But 
yet they are no Claſſes; he can never 
make a Glaſs of a Pulpit, as we may do 
of a Stage 5 that may teach us to know 
our ſelves, but it cannot ſhew us to ſee 
our ſelyes : this is onely done by repre- 
ſtation, which is the proper Office, and 
work of Plays, IF therefore we could 
make true uſe of Plays, as Plays do 
their parts to offer it anto us, we ſhould 
not onely in them ſec our faults, but by 
them learn to amend "our fats 5. and 
tough we attribute not unto them a 
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power of working ſpiritual Grace, which 
18 proper to the Pulpit ; yet we may at 
tribute to them a means of working 
Moral Virtue, which may be commont 
the Szapge. ' Here he falls tro exclaiming, 
{for he is excellent at loud exclamas. 
ons) [Fol.733.] 0h, let it never be heari 
of in Gath,ner publiſhed in Askelon ; | Fol 
xOr. |] for who can be ſo ;refily ſtunid, t 
think to learr any Grace, or Virtue frema 
Play-houſe ? Who ever ſought for Pearls n 
Dirt; or for a Cryſtal Sprino m filth 
Mere f with many ſuch, no 1-1s mpert:. 
nent, tlhiea Pathetical Interrogatories; 
which he ; would uſe, it he WCre but 
ſpeaking of ' a Gooſe's going bare-foot. 
Indeed he bears himſelf very high; as if 
he were the onely Atlas to bear up the 
Firmament of Virtue ; and that we arc all 
children of the Grants, that fight againit 
God, and all poodneff: but we let him 
know, (if at leaſt he will learn ) that 
we honour /irtue as much fincerely, 3 
lie would ſeem to do,and we ſeek to ad- 
vance F':rtze by more ways, then hedi- 
rects how to do, We acknowledg: 
5,7< - 6 006d I, Prayi 
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Prayer the moſt ſovereign means; then 
reading of Scrzptares ; then hearing of 
Sermons; then conferring with learned 
Miniſters ; then conver/ing with Religious 
Perſans:; but yet we exclude not infe- 
riour helps; for ſecing all_the means 
we can uſe is little enough, why ſhould 
we negle& any means, though never ſo 
man? And indeed,as Seneca 111d of Epr- 
turus, Male audit, infamis jt, ſed 1mme- 
rits: He hath an ill report, ani ts tnfa- 
\ & mons, yet wndeſervedly: (for though he 
made Pleaſure the Summum Bonum, yet 
he meant a Plea/zre flowing out of Vir- 
tze) ſo we may ſay of Plays; Mal? au- 
diunt, infames ſunt, [ed immerits: They 
have an il! Name, an1 are infamous, but un- 
deſervedly : for though they be in ſhew 
but Pleaſures, yet they bring a profit 
with them, and conduce to Virtue, And 
ſeeing Heatben men might have, and 
oftentimes had in great eminency Mo- 
ral Virtues, to what may we impute it 
more, then to their ſeeing of Plays f 
For, though Philo/ophy gave them the 
Rules, and Hiſtories told them the T ales, 
. KR 4 yet 


- 


OLIN "X 
o LE» 


aa 36 The Theatre 


yet Plays onely ſhewed them the Fx. 
amples, which gave the life to both the 
other. For Rules of Philoſophy are but 
dead Leſſons, and Tales of Hiſtoriz 
make bur light impreſlion ; the Yiu 
vox, and Afton of the Player, is as a 
Leſton in Muſick, played unto us by the 
Maſter ; and as a Scal upon both Senſe, 
and Underſtanding, the Prnt whereot 
is reciprocally carried from one to the 
other with infinite repercuſſions. Rue 
of Phileſophy, though they be good !:- 
rections, yet they want one to lead u; 
by the hand; they bring us onely to 
Video metiora, probsque, and then leave us 
to Peteriora ſequor : where Plays do no! 
onely ſhew us the R792, bur lead us m 
it ; not onely tell us the way, but tread 
it out before us, Reading of H!//orirs, 
though it be pleaſing to the Underſtand- 
ing, yet it is weariſome to the Senle; 
neither is the Underſtanding it felt fo 
much wrought upon by that we read, 
as by what we hear, and ſee; and this 
makes Plays to be of far more uſe, and 
profic then Hiſtores ; becauſe in them 
mw oe 
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ge haye ab/olu tely the help of one Senſe 
more, and the help of the other Senſe 
with far more force, and greater con- 
tentment. And as for the Underſtand- 
ing, it is not onely ſooner, and better In- 
farmed, but is Dilated alſo, and made 
both more capable, and more capactions, 
by ſeeing of Plays , then by reading of 
Hiſtories : ſeeing in theſe the Phantaſe, 
receiving it onely from the dead Book, 
and doing it all, itſelf alone, can be 
but faint in delzvering it to the Undere 
ſtanding : where, in Plays, the Seems 
prompts the Hearing, and the Hearing 
prompts the Seezng, and they both joyn 
together, to preſent it to the Fantaſie, 
which, receiving it with vigour, with vi- 


* . O . 
gour transmits it to the Underſtanding. 


I might quickly here grow tedious, if I 
ſhould follow the Matter, and not ob- 
ſerve Form, but ſecing too long Ialbr, 
though never ſo pleaſant, may be wear?- 
ſome, Iwill make a ftand here; onely 
ſhewing, what an Hl is behinde to be a- 
ſcended, if, after private profiis, 1 
ſhould procced to ſpeak of publick Be: 
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| nefits; proving how neceſfary itis, thy 
the multitude, who live by their labour 
ſhould have Recreations allowed then 
to ſweeten their pains : and that of al 
Recreations, hitherto invented, therei; 
not any, for many Conſiderations, { 
worthy the embracing, as this of Play: 
It is a general delight, general to Ser,to 
Age, to Quelity ; itis an mmocent delight 
innocent in Deed,and in Occaſion; it is2 
cheap delight, it ventures nothing, and 
ſpends bur little ; it is a ſociable delight, 
many do at once enjoy it, and all equal. 
ly ; itis a ready delight, without walt of 
time,or trouble of waiting;it is a refre/). 
zng delight, it becalms the Spirits, where 
moſt other delights make the Pulles 
beats it is a delight both toSer/z, and 
Reaſon:and,of the Senſes,more then on: 
- more then one way do at once partak* 
it: andasfor the Rea/ons, we may truly 
ſay of P lays, that they enlarge it by Dt- 
feeurſes, quicken it by Conceits, and diret 
it by Examples. Theſe gre ſome reaſons 
of many, to ſhew there is juſt cauſe, 
why Plays ſhould, and may delight us: 
! but 
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but to ſhew, that they do indeed de- 
light us, what can be alledged better 
then that, which Cicero ſaith, Quid ego 
ticam populum, ac vulgus tmperitorum luars 
magnopers deleftari* quanquam id butc 
tauſe [atds eft ; ſunt enimi peputr, ac mults- 
tudints Comttia : What ſhould 1 ſpeak of 
the delzght, which common people take in 
Plays ? of which we need ſeek wo fartber 
reaſon then this, that they are the Marts 
of the people. And left you Thould think 
it a baſe delight, as delighting onely 
the baſe multitude : hear what he faith 
further, and faith jt not onely as a WW-t- 
nes, but as a Party, making it a delight 
even of States-men : Et nosmetiþ/i,qut ab 
 aeleflatione omni negottus impedimur ; & mm 
1þ/a occupatione delettationes alias maltas 

babere poſiumus, ludis tamen oblettamar, © 

decimur : Even we ozr ſelves, who by reaſon 

of 1mployments are hindred from taking of 
any delight, and in the imployments them- 
ſelves may have many other delights ; yet are 

we alſo affeFed,and taken with the delight 
ef Plays. And what will you ſay, if this 


jan himſelf, who hath ſpoken fo re- 
__— proachfully 
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proachfully all this while of Plays, wi 
would make us belicyc ( Fol. 724.) tha 
none but lewd people are delighted wi 
them, even he alſo can be proved tg 
delight in Plays? You would think j 
ſtrange: yet hear what Cicero ſaith to 
this point too, and that upon his cre. 
dit: Deletant bomines, mih: crede, (14; 
nor eos ſolum, qui fatentur, [ed 11s etian, 
qui diſſumulant : Plays, believe me, den)! 
all; mot them onely that confeſs it, but tn 
them that would deny tt, and do diſſemi| 
zt. And who doubts, but that we ſhall 
finde this man amongſt the Oratour' 
Difſemblers ? 

But to make an End with him, that 
never makes an end; ſeeing ycy1ptur! 
in no kinde, antient Fathers, and (vm 


ſeeing they rather deſerve Conn: 

"yy then need Defence, I hope to find! 
- NOne either in Fudoment {o weak, Yi 

fo ſtrong in Paſſion, as to ſet his hand 
T7 , 
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o this man's pen, or to lend his voyce 
othis man's throat, in making Outcrys 
cainſt Plays 5 but that he will be con- 
eat, as to ſee the wide world drawn 
na Mop, and a large Hiſtory in an 
(bridpment 5 ſo to ſee,and favour Plays, 
zhich are nothing, but Eprtomes of the 
Vorld's behaviour. 


FINTIS. 


